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Paul and Silas at Philippi 
on the Sabbath 


By George L. Kress 


Acts 16:13 


MID the morning’s peace we heard 
The lilting carol of a bird; 

Ahead, in steady, rhythmic flow, 

The river’s cadence seemed to grow; 

And then, at ending of our way, 

We listened to the women pray.‘ 

Of all the sounds that blest the air, 

The sweetest was the women’s prayer. 


ve 


How To Prevent Fainting 


Position has something to do with 
power. There are many interesting 
similarities between the physical and 
spiritual aspects of a Christian’s life. 
For instance, fainting may occur in both 
body and spirit, and it is rather remark- 
able that the same kind of action may 
prevent both. It is well known that, 
when one feels like fainting, if he will 
sit down immediately and put his head 
between his knees it may restore him. 
Fainting is caused by the draining away 
of blood from the head, and when the 
head is put down low the blood rushes 
back into it and allows the brain, which 
controls the whole pody, to function 
properly. Our Lord’s parable of the 
Unjust Judge and the Importunate 
Widow was given “to this end, that men 
ought always to pray, and not to faint” 
(Luke 18:1). Thus He set fainting and 
praying over against one another, and 
taught that discouragement and despair 


.can be cvercome by persistently making 


our wants known to God and looking 
to Him to work for us. If we sit and 
look at our duties, problems, and annoy- 
ing circumstances all at once, it is easy 
to become :dejected and say, as Jacob 
did, “All these things are against me” 
(Gen. 42:36). The fact is, all things 
were very definitely working together 
for his good. Too often we make the 
big mistake of trying to deal with all 
our problems at once instead of taking 
them one by one. Ifa tackle box has a half 
dozen tangled fishing lines in it, it is no 
use lumping them all together and try- 
ing to untangle them—they must be sep- 
arated and worked at one at a time. 
God has given us many gracious invita- 
tions; for example: “Trust in him at all 
times; ye people, pour out your heart 
before him: God is a refuge for us. 
Selah” (Psa, 62:8); “Be careful for noth- 
ing; but in every thing by prayer and 
supplication with thanksgiving let your 
requests be made known unto God” 
(Phil. 4:6). When things trouble us, 
and we feel a lassitude and coldness 
creeping over our hearts, it is high time 
to lay out our cares one by one before 
God and ask Him to bear them for us 


and work on our behalf. Our spiritual 
circulation is poor, and we are not think- 
ing straight, and we need to bow our 
heads low before Him in prayer that He 
may do His calming, healing work in 
our hearts and minds. As we seek God’s 
mind in chastening and ask His help, 
then indeed we can “lift up the hands 
which hang down, and the feeble knees” 
(Heb. 12:11, 12). It is infinitely better 
to practice prayer than to philosophize 
about it, to get down and do it than to 
stand and discuss it, to work at it than 
to wonder how it works. Our Lord Jesus 
commanded it: “Watch and pray, that 
ye enter not into temptation: the spirit 
indeed is willing, but the flesh is weak” 
(Matt, 26:41); and He Himself practiced 
it: “Who in the days of his flesh, when 
he had offered up prayers and supplica. 
tions with strong crying and tears unto 
him that was able to save him from 
death, and was heard in that he feared; 
though he were a Son, yet learned he 
obedience by the things which he suf- 
fered” (Heb. 5:7, 8). Only thus can we 
“be .. . stedfast, unmoveable, always 
abounding in the work of the Lord” (1 
Cor. 15:58), 


What News of the Five Martyrs’ Wives? 


Scuoot Trmes,” writes a South 
Carolina reader, “I look eagerly 
for any news concerning the five widows. 
As I pray daily for them I long for more 
news concerning them. How I admire 
them for their courage to carry on, for 
their victory over sorrow! You see, I, 
too, have been a missionary. I, too, lost 
my husband by an accident three years 
ago, and I, too, have five children, so 
my heart is with them daily. Further- 
more I, too, am a Wheaton graduate 
and attended Moody. ... 
“Could you tell us about what each 
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Comfort for Dark Days 





“O thou of little faith, where- 
fore didst thou doubt?” (Matt. 
14:31b.) 




















widow is doing now—did the one that 
flew home have her baby, etc.? . 
There is one lady, I’m afraid misin- 
formed, who said she heard for a fact 
that there are some Aucas being saved 
now. Is that so, and if so who has gone 
to them? We are praying much, and are 
eager for more news.” 

As far as the Trues knows, there is 
no evidence whatever that any Aucas 
have been saved. A young Auca woman 
escaped from the tribe a few years ago, 
and now speaks Quichua. She is well 
known to Rachel Saint, sister of Nate, 
a member of the Wycliffe Bible Trans- 
lators. Jim and Betty Elliot talked with 
her, and Jim and the other men used 
phrases learned from her when they 
went into Auca territory. All the lin- 
guistic data he collected was lost when 
he was killed. She has attended Gos- 
pel meetings, but doesnot yet appear to 
be a Christian. Much prayer should be 
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made for her, that she may come to 
know the Saviour. 

Mrs. Edward (Marilou) McCully is 
now at home with her parents in Michi- 
gan and her third son, Matthew Jay, 
was born in this country. 

Mrs. Peter (Olive) Fleming has also 
returned to this country, but may pos- 
sibly go back to Ecuador. ‘On her way 
north she wrote from Balboa, Canal 
Zone, to the Editor and his wife, saying: 
“It looks as though I will be speaking 
this evening to some of the men who 
were on the rescue crew who are being 
invited to a meeting tonight.. The oppor- 
tunities for speaking have been amazing 
and the audiences are ready to listen. 
... 1 pray that the Lord will guide in 
the words spoken and that all may be 
to His glory. .. , I would like to say 
that the Lord has been very close to me 
during this time and His grace is suffi- 
cient for every need. I know that Pete 
is where he-longed to be and my joy 
is full to know that he is happy and 
that his desire has been answered. What 
a wonderful way for the fellows to go, 
and I know that none of them would 
have wanted to go any other way. For 
them there was no sickness, sadness, or 
crying before they died. For me, I must 
learn to do without in order to know 
my Lord and to serve Him. He holds 
my future and, although it looks like a 
lonely one, we always have the sure 
hope of His coming again. That hope 
has become more real to me than ever 
before. I guess I always thought that 
Pete and I had a long life ahead of us.” 

The other three young widows are re- 
maining in Ecuador. Mrs. Nathaniel 
(Marjorie) Saint is to be in charge of 
the Guest House under the auspices of 
the World Radio Missionary Fellowship, 
Inc., which operates “The Voice of the 
Andes,” Station HCJB, in Quito. She 
is unusually well qualified for this posi- 
tion, as she is a trained nurse, a gracious 
and cheerful hostess, and a good house- 
Igeeper. She has three children: Kathy, 
Stephen, and Philip. ; 

Mrs. Roger (Barbara) Youderian has 
returned to her own station at Macuma 
under the Gospel Missionary Union, She 
has two children, Beth Elaine and Jerry. 

Mrs. P. James (Elisabeth) Elliot is 
remaining at her own home in Shandia, 
with her fifteen-months-old daughter, 
Valerie. She continues the translation 
work in the Quichua Indian language 
which she and Jim had begun together; 
teaches the Indian women and girls in 
that language; helps the Christian 
teacher of the boys’ school and Venancio, 
the evangelist, in the preparation of 
their courses and messages. Betty and 
Jim were commended to the field by the 
Assemblies, which are represented before 
the U.S. and other governments by 
“Christian Missiofs in Many Lands” and 
“Voices from the Vineyard.” Ed Mc- 
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Cully and Pete Fleming were also of 
the same group. 

A recent bulletin from the News 
Bureau at Wheaton College gives the 
following information on the Five Mis- 
sionary Martyrs Fund. More than 
$50,000 has now been given to the fund 
from donors all over the world. Dr. V. 
Raymond Edman, president of Wheaton 
College, is chairman of the fund, and the 
other two trustees are Lieutenant Gen- 
eral William K. Harrison, Jr., com- 
mander in chief of the Caribbean Com- 
mand, and Dr. Clyde W. Taylor, 
executive secretary in Washington of 
the Evangelical Foreign Missions Asso- 
ciation. At a recent meeting of the 
trustees in New York the threefold pur- 
pose of the money was thus outlined: 
(1) Meeting immediate needs, if any, of 
the five widows and their nine children; 
(2) Meeting emergency expenses such 
as sickness, surgery, or hospitalization; 
(3) Providing high school, college, and 
graduate work tuition for the children 
as they reach school age. 

The fund is not compiling a mailing 
list and does not intend to send appeals 
for additional funds. “More help may 
be needed for these very worthy widows 
and children,” states Dr. Edman, “and 
further gifts to the fund will be grate- 
fully received and prayerfully used.” 
Gifts may be sent to the Five Missionary 
Martyrs Fund, Box 385, Washington, D. C. 

Exceedingly interesting letters con- 
tinue to come to the Editor concerning 
the martyrdom in Ecuador. The follow- 
ing quotations will undoubtedly be of 
interest: 

When the news of your son-in-law’s 
death reached this land below the sea, 
we bowed low before God and asked 
Him to show you all such a vision 
of all that His love has purposed that 
not one day need be dark or sad or 
lonely or dreary. 

And may I assure you that every- 

. where we go here on the continent 
where the news of those valiant war- 
riors has been heralded there has been 
an accompanying soberness and an 
Openness to the Gospel and a yielded- 
ness of the saved. 

We have seen God do wonderful 
things in the lives of airmen and offi- 
cers and their wives on the Wethers- 
field American operated R.A.F. base 
in Essex, England. Scores of them 
have been completely turned around. 
Many of them have yielded their lives 
to the Lord. A captain and his wife 
have been much moved by all. the 
possibilities of serving the Lord 
through Missionary Aviation Fellow- 
ship. They rotate in another three 
weeks to be stationed at the Pentagon 
in Washington and want to train in 
Bible at the Washington Bible Insti- 
tute. And so God is even now prepar- 
ing those who will “follow in their 
ee 

I wanted you to know that 3,000 
miles away there are hearts that weep 
with you and rejoice with you in all 
God is going to do because of those 
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who loved not their lives unto the 
* death.—Esther A. Meyer, the Reapers’ 

Fellowship, the Netherlands. 

I have been feeling, too, that the 
Lord allowed His servants to lay their 
plans so carefully before going to this 
savage tribe in order to make many 
see that God is still calling men and 
women to be martyrs for Him, and 
cautioning us to be very careful lest 
we call those He has chosen “fool- 
hardy” when they seem, from our 
viewpoint, to venture too soon or too 
rashly into dangerous places or proj- 
ects for Christ. More and more, states- 
manship and cleverness are being 
lauded and wholehearted service for 
the Saviour which steps out by faith 
into dangerous places or “stays put” 
in the face of seeming certain death 
is being condemned as “tactless,” “un- 
wise,” etc.—Elizabeth A. Whewell, 
Mino Mission, Inc., Japan. 

A recent bulletin from Clyde H. Den- 
nis, president of Good News Publishers 
(411 South Wells St., Chicago 7), says: 
“Since the martyrdom of the five young 
missionaries in Ecuador, the Church, at 
large, seems to have definitely taken on 
a more militant attitude. Within the past 
two months our tract “Tragedy or Tri- 
umph’ has reached a circulation of nearly 
200,000.” This was written by Theodore 
E. McCully, Ed’s father. 

In its issue of December 30, 1944, THE 
Sunpay ScHoot TIMeEs published an arti- 
cle entitled “On Wings of the Wind,” by 
Ensign James C. Truxton, U.S.N., tell- 
ing of the founding of the “Christian 
Airman’s Missionary Fellowship.” This 
association, founded by Christian Army 
and Navy fliers, grew into what is now 
known as the Missionary Aviation Fel- 
lowship (Box 32, Fullerton, Calif.). It 
appears to have been this article that 
captured Nate Saint’s interest and finally 
led to his joining the Fellowship. The 
Tres staff was delighted to have Mr. 
Truxton as the speaker at a recent 
Monday prayer meeting (April 30). He 
illustrated his talk with Kodachrome 
slides taken by Nate Saint on the Cura- 
ray River. Mr, Truxton brought out 
some points that have not been stressed 
in most articles or addresses on what 
happened on the Curaray early in Jan- 
uary. It took courage, he said, for the 
three Auca Indians to come to meet the 
five white men on the beach on Friday, 
January 6, for the Aucas*had always 
thought of the white men as their deadly 
enemies; a friendly contact was actually 
made on that day, and Mr. Truxton said 
that as he watched the movies taken of 
those Indians by Nate Saint he could 
see no sign whatever of any hostility or 
even fear on their part; and, finally, 
that if we could talk to the five brave 
young missionaries now in Heaven, 
surely they would press upon us the 
urgency of redoubling our efforts to 
carry the Gospel to tribes who have not 
heard, for it was for that that they gave 
their lives. , 












we 


“—- SS © te Ot et ee ee SS ON te 


'- -« 


nan 


wows tt wew wm * 


os rere ti SS De tS flO 


vO t= ot hh ee § 1 OO et.” 


‘/ 


aes SS WD + 


- Oe SO 


oa vv 








Lesson for June 3 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 


lll. The Doctrines of Karl Barth 


What is revealed when two touchstones 


are applied to his theology 


ology of Karl Barth, so one Fun- 

damentalist theologian declares, 
“is like a description of the shape of a 
cloud driven and tossed by a turbulent 
wind with many cross currents.”1 That 
this judgment is not merely due to the 
prejudice of a Fundamentalist is evi- 
denced by a similar reaction in Liberals 
as well. After vainly trying to analyze 
the doctrines of Barthianism one Lib- 
eral theologian in despair finally throws 
up his hands and laments that, accord- 
ing to Neo-Orthodoxy, “these doctrines 
have some important element of truth 
in them, but are not true in the form in 
which they were traditionally accepted, 
while any attempt to say what is true 
in them ends in logical incoherence.” 2 
‘Even Emil Brunner, who next to 
Barth is the best known Neo-Orthodox 
thinker in the world, admits that he 
does not understand Barth’s doctrine of 
man as outlined in the “Church Dog- 
matics.” The difficulty, Brunner charges, 
lies not merely in his difficult style but 
in the plethora of contradictory state- 
ments he sets before his reader.3 


A NY attempt to describe the the- 


Abounding in Paradoxes 


In view of the foundation upon which 
he rests his theology, Barth’s thought 
must necessarily abound in paradoxes. 
The discontinuity between God and man 
is so great that God cannot reveal Him- 
self to man in the written Scripture 
without involving Himself in error. 

A rigid application of logic, therefore, 
would drive Barth to skepticism, but 
Barth is not bothered by logic. “I do 
contradict myself. So ist das Leben 
(‘Life is that way’)!” he insists.4 

However much logic ought to reduce 
Barth to silence, Barth himself is over- 
whelmed by the conviction that God has 
spoken; and when God speaks, man must 
listen with humble attention, understand 
as best he can, and, above all, obey. Karl 
Barth feels constrained by divine com- 
mand to declare forth to others the Word 
of God which he himself has received. * 

The touchstone of Karl Barth’s theol- 
ogy, as of every theology, is his answer 
to the question: “What think ye of 
Christ?” Barth himself maintains that 
his theology is first and last a Christol- 
ogy. For him Jesus Christ is the God- 





1See J. Oliver Buswell, Jr., “Karl Barth’s 
Theology: A Book Review,” the Bible Today, 
June-September, 1950, p. 262. 

2 Wieman, ‘‘Religious Liberals Reply,” p. 19. 

8Emil Brunner, ““‘The New Barth: Observa- 
tions on Karl Barth’s Doctrine of Man,” 
Scottish Journal of Theology, 1950, Vol. 3, p. 
124, 

*See Letter to Prof. Samuel Hamilton cited 
in “Karl Barth’s Theology,” p. 262. 





By KENNETH S. KANTZER, Ph.D. 


In this third article of his series of 
four on the widely known Swiss 
theologian, Dr. Kantzer gives a very 
keen analysis of Barth’s views of 
many of the fundamental doctrines 
of Christianity. The concluding 
article, “Orthodoxy Faces Neo-Or- 
thodoxy,” will be published next 
week. 








Man, the second member of the Trinity 
become incarnate, In his labored analysis 
of the Nicean Creed he expressly repu- 
diates the Arian view that Jesus is some 
lesser sort of “created God.” Such a 
view, he affirms, is mere polytheism. 
There is only one God and this one God 
became man; the God-Man, Jesus Christ. 

God, moreover, became man not in 
some vague manner possible for all 
human beings. The incarnation, accord- 
ing to Barth, is definitely not a poetic 
expression for the God who indwelt 
Jesus as He indwells all believers. It is 
not the height of Godlikeness in char- 
acter achieved by Jesus as mere man. 
It is not the success story of a man who 


fanned the spark of divinity naturally - 


within him until it burst into full flame. 
The incarnation of Jesus Christ, avers 
Barth, is nothing less than what the 
Bible states it to be—namely, that He 
who is eternal God became at a point 
in time also man. Whatever it means 
to be truly God, Jesus Christ is that; 
and whatever it means to be truly man, 
Jesus Christ is also that.5 

Barth’s statement of the virgin birth 
is exceptionally fine: “The incarnation 
of the Son of God out of Mary cannot 
indeed consist of the origination for the 
first time, here and now, of the Son of 
God, but it consists in the Son of God 
taking to Himself here and now this 
other thing, which exists previously in 
Mary, namely, flesh, humanity, human 
nature, humanness. It claims that the 
man Jesus has no father (exactly in the 
way in which as the Son of God he had 
no mother).” 6 
. The resurrection of Christ, Barth also 
affirms unequivocally. He does not ar- 
rive at this doctrine, however, because 
of any “infallible proofs” for the bodily 
resurrection of Christ. Faith in the Res- 
urrection does not rest upon the histo- 
ricity of the Biblical narrative. “This 
tomb may prove to be definitely closed 
or an empty tomb. It is really a matter 
of indifference. What avails the tomb 





&“Kirchliche Dogmatik,” Vol. I, Part II, pp. 
145ff. 

®“The Doctrine of the Word of God,” Vol. 
I, Part I, p. 556. 





proved to be this or that, at Jerusalem 
in the year 30 A.D.”7 


Because of such statements as these, 
Barth has often been accused of holding 
that the body of Jesus did not really 
rise from the dead. The “resurrection” 
is not a matter of actual history, but lies 
in some nebulous sphere vaguely to be 
described “super-historical” or even 
“mythological.” 8 

By no means, however, does this rep- 
resent Barth’s real ‘position. Clearly 
Barth is not certain as to precisely what 
happened at the tomb on the first Easter 
morn, Clearly also Barth is unwilling 
to defend the complete truthfulness of 
the resurrection narratives set forth in 
the Gospels. These “minor details” he 
considers utterly unimportant. The Bib- 
lical narrators may teach error at point 
after point, but they are nevertheless 
right on the main point. Jesus Christ 
really did rise from the dead. Even on 
this main point, moreover, Barth’s con- 
viction of the truth of the Biblical teach- 
ing is not a conclusion based on the 
convincing historical evidence which 
substantiates the truth of the Resurrec- 
tion. On the contrary, Barth argues, 
Christian faith in the resurrection of 
Christ is dependent solely upon an im- 
mediately God-given faith that the liv- 
ing Christ now speaks. Whatever may 
be true as to details, whatever the his- 
torian may see in history, Jesus Christ 
really did rise from the dead; and this 
resurrection took place as an actual 
event in the stream of history.® 


Not Grounded Upon Any Proofs 

Barth’s faith in the deity of Christ, 
like that in the bodily resurrection, is 
likewise not grounded upon any “proofs.” 
He writes, “Jesus Christ in fact is also 
the Rabbi of Nazareth, historically so 





7™“The Resurrection of the Dead” (Trans. 
J. H. Stenning, New York: Fleming H. Revell 
Co., 1933), p. 135. 

® This misinterpretation of Barth is made 
easy by the fact that it is the view of many 
Neo-Orthodox thinkers. See Reinhold Niebuhr, 
“Beyond Tragedy” (London: Nisbet & Co., 
1947), pp. 19ff. 

® The difficulty of understanding Barth’s in- 
tricate flow of thought is aggravated in Eng- 
lish translation by the ambiguity of the word 
*“historical.” In German “historisch” means 
that which has to do with the scientific 
study of records about human events. “Ge- 
schichtlich” means that which actually occur- 
red as an event in time and space. Accord- 
ing to Barth, therefore, the resurrection of 
Christ is not “historisch” (‘historical” in this 
sense), but it is ‘“‘geschichtlich” (“historical” in 
this other sense). See the difference this 
makes for the interpretation of Barth's 
thought in Miner B. Stearns’ “A Conservative 
Interviews Barth” in Bibliotheca Sacra, 1949, 
Vol. 106, p. 197. 
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difficult to get information about; and 
when it is gotten, one whose activity is 
so easily a little commonplace alongside 
more than one other founder of a re- 
ligion and even alongside many later 
representatives of his own religion.” 
Such a statement as this would be im- 
possible for one who believed in the in- 
errant authority of Scriptures. It would 
be impossible, likewise, for one who held 
that “evidences” may lead to faith or 
may confirm faith in Christ. Such a 
statement is inconsistent with acceptance 
of the deity of Christ as an act of faith 
divorced from evidences. Jesus Christ, 
Barth asserts, did not prove himself in 
history to be the Son of God: He was 
and is and now in the moment of our 
decision reveals himself to be the Son 
of God.10 

One of the most disturbing elements 
in Barth’s Christology relates to the sin- 
lessness of Christ. In his commentary 
on Romans he remarks, “Jesus stands 
among sinners ‘as a sinner.” In _ his 
“Church Dogmatics” Barth amplifies his 
view. When God became incarnate, He 
assumed not an ideal perfect humanity, 
alien to us, but rather identified Him- 
self with us sinners and adopted our sin- 
ful human nature. He not only looked 
like a sinner outwardly, but was indeed 
possessed of all our sinful disabilities. 
He differed from ordinary sinners, how- 
ever, in that they succumb to their sin- 
ful natures and actually sin. Jesus Christ, 
being true God, did not sin but overcame 
sin. The One who did this, by the mere 
fact of who He was, of course, was from 
the very first certain of victory; but the 
recognition of who He was and thus of 
His certainty of victory could only be 
known by faith, not by looking at the 
historical situation.11 

A second touchstone of any man’s the- 
ology is his answer to the question, 
“What must I do to be saved?” 

Man’s need of salvation is set forth by 
Barth in unmistakable language of great 
vigor: “Man stands before God as a 
sinner, as a being who has sundered him- 
self from God, who has rebelled against 
being what he may be.” “This sinning 
leads man into inconceivable need: he 
makes himself impossible before God.” 
Barth, therefore, judges man lost and 
damned.12 

To redeem lost man is the purpose 
for which Jesus Christ came into the 
world. “God comes in our place and 
takes our punishment upon himself,” 
declares Barth. “What befalls Christ is 





10“Doctrine of the Word of God,” Vol. I, 
Part I, pp. 474ff. 

1 “Kirchliche Dogmatik,’’ Vol. I, Part II, p. 
173. This view is known in English theologi- 
cal literature as the Irvingite theory of the 
incarnation and atonement and was con- 
demned by the Scottish Church in the early 
nineteenth century. 

12*‘Dogmatics in Outline” (translated by 
G. T. Thomson. New York: Philosophical Li- 
brary, c. 1949), p. 88. 
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what ought to befall us.” Jesus is our 
“sin offering”’—the Lamb who took the 
place of the Old Testament sinner, in 
death upon the altar.13 

The work of Christ is appropriated by 
the sinner through faith. Faith is an 
act of decision, a divine miracle worked 


-in the human soul by God. Even as 


early as his commentary on Romans, 
Barth taught clearly that salvation is 
by grace through faith alone. He wrote, 
“Righteousness by the blood of Jesus 
(iii.25) is always righteousness apart 
from the works of the law; apart, that 
is, from everything human which may, 
before God and men, be declared right- 
eous.” 14 ; 

The result of the work of salvation in 
the heart of the believer is to produce 
those works that are _ traditionally 
labeled justification, regeneration, adop- 
tion, and sanctification. This work of 
grace centers in the idea of forgiveness. 
Indeed, Barth’s thought betrays a notable 
absence of anything going beyond for- 
giveness—a lack of emphasis specifically 
upon victory over sin in. the daily life 
of the believer. 

At one point, Barth’s doctrine, of sal- 
vation becomes extremely cenfusing. 
Like any double predestinarian, he ar- 
gues that God Himself ultimately passes 
upon men the “decision as to my faith 
or unbelief, my obedience or disobe- 
dience, i.e., the divine decision as to 
whether my act is faith or unbelief, obe- 
dience or disobedience, correct or incor- 
rect hearing.” This double predestina- 
tion, moreover, finds its focus in Jesus 
Christ. In Him we are al] elected by 
God and in turn all rejected by God. 
Election and rejection in Christ are at- 
tributed not to different classes of indi- 
viduals, but both to every individual 
19 Ibid., pp. 117-119. 

4 “The Epistle to the Romans,” p. 112. 
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man. Of all men, therefore, it may be 
claimed, “There is bestowed upon him 
unconditional participation in the glory 
of God.” Every man apparently by his 
creation and fall participates in the sal- 
vation secured for him by Christ. By 
this Barth certainly cannot mean that 
man may hope to receive ultimate sal- 
vation without repentance and faith. But 
it certainly does imply that for every 
man, repentant and unrepentant, we may 
assuredly hope for ultimate restoration 
to God.15 

One cannot help but feel that Barth 
has not really endeavored to draw his 
doctrines directly from the Bible. For 
all his warning that we must take the 
whole Bible seriously just as it is writ- 
ten, he is not really Biblical. Profession 
to the contrary, he does not make exe- 
gesis of Scripture the foundation of doc- 
trine. 

Rather, as perhaps we might suspect 
from his view of the inspiration and 
authority of the Bible, Barth presents a 
combination of Biblical insights and a 
non-Biblical philosophical framework. 
At times his Biblical exegesis is primary 
and his doctrine shines forth true to 
evangelical faith. At other times the 
framework becomes basic and upon it he 
stretches and tortures the teaching of 
Scripture. 

Of the origin of this philosophical 
framework Barth himself gives us the 
clew when he writes, “If I have a sys- 
tem, it is limited to a recognition of 
what Kierkegaard called the ‘infinite 
qualitative distinction’ between time and 
eternity . . . and the relationship be- 
tween such a god and such a man.” 16 

In rebellion against Modernism, which 





% Ibid., p. 153; and “Kirchliche Dogmatik,” 
Vol. ITI, Part II, pp. 155ff. 
%“The Epistle to the Romans,” p. 10. 


(Continued on page 415) 


X. Teacher Training With the Master Teacher 


The lure of wealth (Mark 10:23-31) 


HRIST’S comment, as the young 

ruler retires. “Only at dire pains 
can a man of wealth enter the kingdom 
of God.” 

(a) Fix the occasion. The rich youth 
declines the Kingdom rather than sur- 
render his goods. He is sidling awk- 
wardly away.: Christ takes note of all 
his darkening ,selfishness. He has of- 
fered to the man His own companion- 
ship, the wealth of Heaven, all the un- 
mixed joy of human charity. He deeply 
knows the values He presents. But the 
youth has turned his back. And now 
the Master faces toward His followers. 
They have watched the battle, and seen 
the youth withdraw, and heard the Sav- 
iour’s solemn estimate. They utter their 


By CLARK S. BEARDSLEE, D.D. 


dismay. It seems to close to men of 
wealth the door of life. Right here you 
may wisely pause and learn to use your 
eye. It is a critical teaching scene. The 
engaging youth has not: been won; His 
own disciples are in a maze of wonder. 
What will the Master do? 

(b) He reiterates His awful word, but 
with augmented accent and solemnity. 
Take the measure of His stately delib- 
erateness. Weigh its dreadful burden. 
“To save a rich man is all but hopeless. 
God must intervene.” Mark Christ’s 
rigor here. The disciples are stunned. 
The youth is verging beyond Christ’s 
call or reach. The outcome is awful. 
It is of the Lord’s own conscious order- 
ing. But He leaves it fixed. He does 
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not recall the youth, nor relieve His 
disciples. It is a mighty scene. But 
watch the Lord. Get the surge of His 
heart. He is in evident agony. But He 
doesn’t bend. He knows what He has 
met. See the darting directness of His 
thought. His eye looks straight at the 
power and spell of wealth. He has 
found its dominion all but absolute. The 
Master is at a crisis of His work. Watch 
His method. Look for mighty words. 
Learn how to teach, 

(c) But keep in mind the vanishing 
ruler. His preference is the background 
of all this scene. His love for goods 
outranked his love for Christ, or man, 
or Heaven. In the final choice, his 
spirit’s strength collapsed; his love of 
selfish, carnal luxury took the throne. 
The glint of gold, the revel of high 
feasts, soft ease have outshone and over- 
come the light of Heaven, the face of 
Christ, and the benediction of the poor. 
Has the Master been really wise? Must 
the issue be so stern, must His teaching 
be so grave? In a final conflict, where 
will Christ Jesus fix His final stand? 


2. The Kingdom’s cost and. reward. 


(a) Study Peter’s question. He sees 
what the Kingdom costs. ,Its exactions 
are absolute. In any final strife between 
the Kingdom and one’s possessions, the 
surrender of the latter must be complete, 
This surrender he affirms the disciples 
to have made. As he interprets Christ, 
this is the Kingdom’s price. 

And now he asks a strenuous question. 
“Having surrendered all, what is our 
reward?” Is this correctly stated? Get 
clear. Did Peter rightly understand the 
Lord? Make sure. Did the Lord intend 
to shape the issue so? Decide this care- 
fully. If so, was the Master wise? Was 
He really prudent with that youth? 
Were His succeeding words none too 
tense? 

(b) Ail turns on Christ’s reply. Get 
in step, as He proceeds. Every position 
He assumes has prodigious purport. Will 
His assertion relax? Will He grant to 
earthly wealth some sway? Will He 
moderate somewhat the Kingdom’s 
claim? Will He counsel some compro- 
mise with the wealthy ruler’s frown, 
and yield concessions to the disciples’ 
anxious fears? Search every item, as 
He goes on. 

(c) The Kingdom's cost. Catch every 
word. See if they modify the ruler’s 
terms. Then it was, “Sell all thou hast.” 
Now it is, “Forsaken house, or brothers, 
or sisters, or mother, or father, or fields.” 
Clearly no relaxing. The Kingdom's 
claims must stand supreme. .Some time 
you will have to ponder ‘this, if you 
teach for Christ. 

(d) The Kingdom’s reward. Mark 
every word. Be fully fair with your 
Lord. Give every term its normal sweep. 
See what this requires. Nothing but 
years, eventful years, far-reaching years, 
the years of eternal life will enable any 
man to inventory and appreciate the 
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freightage of these words. And deep 
fellowship and sympathy with the Mas- 
ter are requisite, too. 

(e) The Kingdom’s tenure. For every- 
one who pays the cost, it is unfailing and 
absolute. There is no one but shall re- 
ceive it. Get the clear, full strength of 
this assertion. It rings with victory. 
Imagine that note in every teacher’s 
voice. 

3. Now review the whole. Here is a 
teaching scene in which the tenet taught 
was felt by the youth, and by the dis- 
ciple band, and by uncounted multitudes 
ever since all but intolerably severe. 
And its rigor stands unbent from first 
to last. But mark the manner. Through 
it all, does Christ’s unchanging stand 
seem chiefly stern or chiefly kind? Try 
to answer this. Study your Master’s 
manner. How round and full His tone! 
In no single phrase or syllable does He 
waver or wince. His assurance is un- 
limited. And He is explicit to the last 
degree. His was a style in which author- 
ity rose to the note of majesty. How 
overwhelming is His onset! When He 
is done, no further challenge is in place. 
Attempt it. It is for everyone to listen 
and welcome and be still. Then feel 
the completeness of His human sym- 
pathy. All man’s normal cravings are 
given full respect. Nay, for every self- 
denial there is a hundredfold return, and 
that in kind. Then see the glow and 
unwasting life of that pure motive—for 
pure love of Christ. 

And now attempt an outline of your 
Lord as He figures in this scene. Test 
this, scrutinizing every adverb and ad- 
jective: He is supremely grave, im- 
mutably firm, invincibly true, over- 
whelmingly strong, incomparably kind. 
Are not these phrases, or others of equal 
grandeur and range, minutely true, de- 
spite that young man’s frown, those dis- 
ciples’ fears, and all the subsequent long 
ages of dislike? The Master Teacher is 
a teaching mode] still. 

(To be continued) 


" 
Glaciers and the Alaska Tour 


EARLY everyone who journeys to 

Alaska is keenly interested to see 
the glaciers that lie along the way. Many 
in the Christian Fellowship Parties, es- 
pecially if they are from the East or 
from the Middle West, have never seen 
a real glacier, and if they are school- 
teachers, they are especially pleased to 
go back to their classes able to describe, 
from firsthand observation, this natural 
phenomenon about which their classes 
have often studied. 

The 1956 Christian Fellowship Tour to 
Alaska will afford many excellent op- 
portunities to see ice fields and glacial 
formations. The first opportunity will 
come in Glacier National Park, early in 
the tour. As comfortable sightseeing 
buses carry the party through the park 





(5) 405 


on three separate days, many hanging 
glaciers will be seen nestling high amid 
lofty mountains on every hand. 

When the party reaches Rainier Na- 
tional Park they will learn that it has 
the largest single system of glaciers in 
the United States, twenty-six in all, and 
they will see the great Nisquaily Glacier, 
one of the largest on the continent and 
within reasonable hiking distance from 
Paradise Inn where the party will stay 
overnight. 

Later, upon arrival in Juneau, Alaska; 
the group wi'l enjoy a motor tour to 
Mendenhall Glacier and Auk Lake, one 
of the outstanding scenic attractions in 
that part of the country. Here they will 
see a glacier that has receded from the 
shore line in recent years, and they will 
be able to walk right up to the front 
or foot of the glacier where the ice is 
melting rapidly and where the remark- 
able blue coloring of the glacial ice can 
be observed where portions have been 
freshly broken off. From the opposite 
side of Auk Lake, which has been formed 
by the melting ice and the terminal 
moraine of the glacier, they will be able 
to look up the valley for several miles 
down which this river of ice is slowly 
descending. 

En route from Juneau to Skagway and 
return, there will be opportunities to 
see a number of glaciers from the deck 
of the steamer, one of the largest of 
these being the Davidson Glacier, not 
far from Haines, Alaska. And when the 
steamer returning from Alaska makes 
a side trip up the spectacular Gardner 
Canal, hanging glaciers will again be in 
evidence amid surrounding mountain 
peaks. , 

The 1956 Christian Fellowship Tour 
leaves from Chicago on Monday, July 2, 
and returns to that point on Wednesday, 
July 25. There will be overnight stops 
at first-class, comfortable hotels in 
Glacier National Park, in Seattle, in 
Rainier National Park, and at Victoria, 
B. C. And the journey to Alaska will be 
a nine-day cruise aboard the modern, 
streamlined, and air-conditioned SS. 
Chilcotin, where special attention will 
be given to the safety and comfort of 
the passengers and to the preparation of 
excellent meals. 

Would you not like to join readers of 
THe Sunpay ScuHoot Times and their 
friends as they journey together this 
summer, free from concern about bag- 
gage, hotel reservations, train schedules, 
and even tips? You may enjoy this de- 
lightful vacation journey, viewing the 
wonders of God’s handiwork and in the 
company of a congenial, friendly group. 
The leader of the party this year will 
be Mr. John W. Lane, Jr., Associate Edi- 
tor of THe Sunpay Scuoo.t Times. A 
post card addressed to him at 325 N. 13th 
Street, Philadelphia 5, .will obtain for 
you an illustrated folder giving the en- 
tire itinerary, costs, and other interesting 
information about the tour, 
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A Survey of Religious Life and Thought 


Encouragements and warnings from all the world 





HE revival which has been going on 

in East Africa has had powerful re- 

percussions on the Anglican mission 
in Uganda which Mackay, Hannington, 
and Pilkington founded and fostered. In it 
have sprung up a community of Chris- 
tians who feel themselves different from 
preceding generations in the church. 
Some are impatient of church worship. 
The traditional church life is too slow 
for them, too little inspiring. Yet in 
spite of passionate discussions there has 
been no secession. 

The marks of the revival are described. 
First, an extraordinary spontaneous joy 
in the converts and a profound attach- 
ment to Jesus Christ. Then mutual love 
among them without tribal or racial 
distinction, a profound sentiment of re- 
sponsibility toward their fellow Blacks. 
Evangelistic teams have gone from 
Uganda into Kenya, Tanganyika, Nyas- 
saland. They have witnessed not only 
with word but by blood of martyrdom, 
especially in Kenya. The movement is 
further marked by its great conventions 
bringing together as many as fifteen 
thousand people who seek deeper spir- 
itual life. These gatherings are man- 
aged wholly by themselves, thus wit- 
nessing to the capacity of Africans 
under the leadership of the Holy Spirit. 
All this is the mark of a church mili- 
tant, 

These Abalokale, or “the Newborn,” 
are described in Nachrichten aus der 
Bethel Mission by Curt Ronige, travel- 
ing in Africa: “On their lips are ever 
the words of worship, ‘Let us praise 
Jesus.’ It is really impressive. These 
men have the joy of the Lord from the 
conviction that our Lord Jesus Christ is 
doing great things even in our own day. 
They think of Him as at work in this 
our world of need and sin. In the joy 
of these Abalokale is something infec- 
tious.” 


Populations are on the move. Every 
month two thousand Portuguese embark 
in the Tagus to settle in Angola, Africa. 
Within measurable decades it is expected 
there will be a million there. In France 
there has been a flow of Kabyles from 
North Africa. A French correspondent 
writes: “There is a veritable invasion 
of certain quarters, of Paris and nearly 
all the suburbs are infested. Some work; 
others steal, kill, rape. In the little 
quarter of Paris where I live my sister 
dares not go out evenings because of 
these undesirables.” : 

In the Temple Quarter of Paris is a 
Protestant mission ministering espe- 
cially to their women and children, The 
latter are labeled with the ominous de- 


scriptive word, “pre-delinquents.” Their 
Mohammedan mothers are “cloistered in 
mean lodgings without sun or air or hy- 
giene and in a moral situation which is 
frightful.” Some thirty are regular at- 
tendants at the mission, where they 
learn French and are otherwise helped. 


Thirty thousand sick pass through 
Lourdes each year and have done so for 
nigh a century, according to Ruth Cran- 
ston in the Reader’s Digest. Yet during 
the century only fifty-one cases of mirac- 
ulous cure are certified by the Roman 
Church authorities. How vast the army 
of the disappointed! 

Miss Cranston noted that, although 
people with every imaginable disease 
are immersed in the pools, and although 
two million pilgrims visit the shrine 
each year, there have been no epidemics. 
The medical bureau has found extreme 
pollution of the waters—streptococci, 
staphylococcci, colibacilli, and what not, 
yet when guinea pigs are inoculated 
with the water they remain healthy. A 
parallel inoculation with Seine River 
water kills them. 

The reporter considers this amazing. 
We agree. She notes that enthusiastic 
pilgrims often dip a glass of water from 
the baths and drink it as an act of faith. 
So do Hindu pilgrims at Benares. 


European Notes.—Greenland is a Dan- 
ish possession, but the American mili- 
tary occupation has greatly modified 
Danish control. It is the home of some 
20,000 Eskimos who were protected from 
alcohol by an enforced prohibition. This 
has now been broken down to satisfy 
American troops, and as a consequence 
the native Greenlanders are seriously 
endangered from a “genocide” without 
the United Nations being concerned. So 
the Danish Government has sent men 
to Greenland to discover some remedy. 
Here is a minor result of Repeal. 


Two Spanish sailors, members of the 
Brethren Assembly at Vigo, Spain, have 
been sentenced to two years’ imprison- 
ment for refusing to kneel at Mass. 
Appéal to the higher court in Madrid 
failed. This two years also means an 
additional penal two years of military 
service. If they repeat their testimony 
against the Mass they are in danger of 
more punishment of the same sort. 


An advertisement in the Life of Faith 
describes Mary Welch’s book, “Reckon- 
ing at Dusk,” as “a happy guide to the 
practice of the presence of God,” then 
adds the interesting information that 
“President Dwight D. Eisenhower 
thought fit to write [of it], ‘A fine little 
book.’” 


By the late ERNEST GORDON 


Les Bons Semeurs (The Good Sowers) 
is the bookshop of the Paris Baptist Tab- 
ernacle on the Montmartre. It is sans 
but lucratif (“nonprofit”). It sends lit- 
erature to fifty-nine countries, and their 
catalogue of literature fills seventeen 
pages—a model and a marvel. 


The British Broadcasting Company 
gives frequent indirect advertisement to 
the drink interest. Thus in a recent 
story (in children’s television) of the 
meeting of Livingstone and Stanley in 
darkest Africa, the explorers are repre- 
sented as celebrating with champagne, 
Wholly false! 


Report comes of revival in the York- 


‘shire city of Barnsley. The evangelist 


is the Rev. Joseph Blinco. Methodist 
churches packed. All night prayer meet- 
ings; seven hundred decisions. 


In the jungle villages of primitive 
Maya people, Mexico, some fifteen young 
men, supported by the First Presbyterian 
Church of Berkeley, Calif.,' are evan- 
gelizing and forming little churches. 
Isaac Gutierrez has gone to a village of 
assassins although threatened with death. 
His wife and four children are with him, 
and all are still alive. 

Santiago Chay has been preaching in 
a village notorious as a center for the 
sale of liquor and marihuana to chicle 
gatherers. The Gospel is making such 
headway there that Christians are build- 
ing a new Presbyterian church. 

Isidro and Eugenia Ek were sent to 
labor in Carrilo Puerto, one of the chief 
towns of the territory. Their thatched 
house was set on fire in the middle of 
the night and, although they escaped, all 
their possessions went up in flame, But 
they have not given up. That’s why the 
Gospel is changing lives in the primitive 
villages of Quintana Roo. 


The Methodist Committee for Over- 
seas Relief runs a useful loan fund for 
Korean laymen. Since 1952 it has loaned 
money in amounts of about $50—a total 
of $40,000 yearly. Often an individual 
has borrowed $50 on behalf of the whole 
church membership, invested in a bul- 
lock which is used by all the members 
for plowing, and even rented it out to 
others than church members, Pig-rais- 
ing gets its initia] capital this way and 
becomes a co-operative church under- 
taking. Stores are restocked, sewing 
machines bought, tools provided for a 
carpenter’s shop, and other little indus- 
tries started. Nor do the church mem- 
bers thus assisted fail the church. They 
give to it ten per cent of al] that the 
loan makes above repayment and do 
this volunjarily. 
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LESSON 10. JUNE 3. THE CHURCH IN EUROPE 


Acts 15:36 to 18:22; printed text, 16:6-10, 18:5-11 


Golden Text.—But we 


called, both Jews and Greeks, Christ the power of 


Tue Kinc JAMES VERSION 
Acts 16:6 Now when they had gone throughout Phrygia 
and the region of Galatia, and were forbidden of the Holy 


Ghost to preach the word in Asia, 


7 After they were come to Mysia, they assayed to go into 
Bithynia: but the Spirit suffered them not. 


8 And they passing by Mysia came down to Troas. 


9 And a vision appeared to Paul in the night; There stood 
a man of Macedonia, and prayed him, saying, Come over 


into Macedonia, and help us. 


10 And after he had seen the vision, 
endeavoured to go into Macedonia, assuredly gathering that 
the Lord had called us for to preach the gospel unto them. 


Chap. 18:5 And when Silas and Timotheus were come from 
Macedonia, Paul was pressed in the spirit, and testified to 


the Jews that Jesus was Christ, 


The Lesson as a Whole 
By J. C. Macaulay, D.D. 
Approach to the Lesson 


"Tiss week’s lesson focuses on a 
vision at Troas and a ministry at 
Corinth. 

On your map of St. Paul’s journeys 
locate the Roman province of Asia, 
which is the western portion of what 
we cal] Asia Minor. Near the north end 
of the west coast of Asia, not far from 
the narrow strait called the Hellespont, 
which divides Asia from Europe, you 
will find Troas. In a northwesterly di- 
rection, across the Aegean Sea, you will 
locate Philippi, where Paul and Silas 
began their Macedonian campaign. 

Now look southwest from Troas to the 
fingers of Greece, or Achaia. On one 
of the eastern inlets you will find Cor- 
inth. Corinth was a new city, built by 
Julius Caesar in 46 B.C., on the site of 
the old city which had lain in ruins 
since Lucius Mummius had destroyed it 
a century before. This new city of 
Corinth had quickly become a commer- 


cial center of the first order. In a very 
short time great wealth had been 
amassed by its inhabitants. With the 


wealth came a veneer of culture. But 
it was not the learned refinement of 
Athens, and beneath that thin layer 
there was a voluptuousness and an aban- 
donment to immoral practices which 
made the city a byword in all Greece. 
To say of anyone that he lived like a 
Corinthian was to mark him as utterly 
degraded. The temple of Aphrodite, 
voluptuous and magnificent, supported a 
thousand ministers of vice. It was to 





the Gentiles. 


each Christ crucified, unto the Jews a stumblingblock, and unto the Greeks foolishness; but unto them which are 
God, and the wisdom of God.—1 Cor. 1:23, 24 


6 And when they opposed themselves, and blasphemed, he 
shook his raiment, and said unto them, Your blood be upon 
your own heads; I am clean: from henceforth I will go unto 


7 And he departed thence, and entered into a certain man’s 
house, named Justus, one that worshipped God, whose house 
joined hard to the synagogue. 

8 And Crispus, the chief ruler of the synagogue, believed 
on the Lord with all his house; and many of the Corinthians 
hearing believed, and were baptized. 


9 Then spake the Lord to Paul in the night by a vision, 


immediately we 


Be not afraid, but speak, and hold not thy peace: 

10 For I am with thee, and no man shall set on thee to 
hurt thee: for I have much people in this city. 

11 And he continued there a year and six months, teaching 
the word of God among them. 


Lessons based on International Sunday School Lessons; the Inter- 
national Bible Lessons for Christian Teaching, copyrighted by 


International Council of Religious Education. 


~ % % b 


this city that Paul came from Athens 
“in weakness, and in fear, and in much 
trembling” (1 Cor. 2:3), but determined 
to know nothing among them “save 
Jesus Christ, and him crucified” (1 Cor. 
2:2). 


Verse by Verse 

Acts 16:6.—“. . . they . .. were for- 
bidden of the Holy Ghost to preach the 
word in Asia.” Look for these districts 
on a map of St, Paul’s journeys. They 
are in the western half of Asia Minor. 
Note the restraining of the Holy Spirit. 

Verse 7.—“. . . Mysia . . . Bithynia: 
but the Spirit suffered them not.” Mysia 
was the northwest section of the ‘prov- 
ince of Asia. From its eastern portion 
it was but a step north into Bithynia, 
which spread along the southern shore 
of the Black Sea. 

Verse 8.—“And they ... came down to 
Troas.” This brings us to the west coast 
of Asia, on the Aegean Sea, a large bay 
of the Mediterranean, 

Verse 9.—‘And a vision appeared to 
Paul ...a man of Macedonia . . . Come 
over... and help us.” There is little 
use speculating about the identity of the 
man of Macedonia. The vision repre- 
sented the need of the lands across the 
Aegean Sea to the west. There is no 
indication that Paul ever met one to 
whom he said, “You are the man I saw 
in my vision!” The first convert in Ma- 
cedonia was a woman (v. 14). 

Verse 10.—“. . . immediately we endeav- 
oured to go into Macedonia . . . the Lord 
hadcalledus .. .” Paul did not dictate 
the course of the group. They unitedly 
interpreted the vision. The “we” in this 


verse indicates the presence of Luke, 
writer of the Acts, in the company. 


Chap, 18:5.—“. . . Silas and Timotheus 
.. . Paul was pressed in the spirit, and 
testified to the Jews that Jesus was 
Christ.” For “pressed in the spirit” 
read “pressed by the word” (AS.V.), 
and compare Jeremiah 20:9, 


Verse 6.—“And when they .. . blas- 
phemed, he shook his raiment . .. Your 
blood be upon your own heads... I 
will go unto the Gentiles.” Paul’s vig- 
orous testimony forced the issue and 
brought the slumbering opposition to a 
climax. His action was not of a con- 
ciliatory nature. The lines were too 
clearly drawn for conciliatory measures. 
This is the second time he had turned 
from the Jews to the Gentiles (13:45, 
46). 


Verse 7.—“‘And he ... entered into a 
certain man’s house, named Justus .. . 
whose house joined hard to the syna- 
gogue.” Justus (the name is Roman) 
was apparently a proselyte, now a be- 
liever in the Lord Jesus, The proximity 
of the new “sect” to the synagogue 
would not please the Jews. 


Verse 8.—“And Crispus, the chief ruler 


of the synagogue, believed ... and many 
of the Corinthians . . .” See 1 Corinthians 
1:14. The conversion of so prominent 


a Jew would also add fuel to the fire. 
The Gospel won many adherents among 
the Gentiles also, 


Verse 9.—“Then spake the Lord to 
Paul ... Be not afraid, but speak .. .” 
The tension with the Jewish community 
doubtless disturbed Paul, and he needed 
this encouragement from the Lord, 
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Verse 10.—“For I am with thee, and 
no man shall set on thee to hurt thee: 
for I have much people in this city.” 
Notice the triple assurance: the divine 
presence, the divine protection (see vs. 
12-17), and the prosperity of the Gospel. 

Verse 11—‘“And he continued ‘ 
teaching the word of God among them.” 
The word “continued” signifies “sat 
down.” Here was zeal (v. 5) and rest 
at the same time. That makes for spir- 
itual effectiveness, 


The Heart of the Lesson 


~ Paul arrived alone from Athens in the 
great wicked commercial city of Cor- 
inth. The more he saw of its wicked- 
ness, the more he longed to reach the 
populace with the Gospel of Jesus Christ 
and Him crucified. When his compan- 
ions Timothy and Silas arrived from 
Macedonia he was pressed “by the 
word,” as the A.S.V. states it. The Word 
was to him, as to Jeremiah before him, 
“as a burning fire shut up in my bones” 
(Jer. 20:9), and he felt the inadequacy 
of the regular weekly ministry in the 
Synagogue to reach the multitude. He 
determined to bring the matter to an 
issue with the Jews. This stirred their 
slumbering opposition, and the inevi- 
table breach came, but as at other times 
it meant the opening of the door to the 
Gentiles. 

We can hardly wonder that the op- 
position of the Jews became more in- 
tense as the days passed. Think of these 
factors in the situation. The very fact 
that Paul, a Jew, turned to the Gentiles 
made him obnoxious to the unbelieving 
Jews. The manner in which he sep- 
arated himself from them was not too 
conciliatory. The shaking of his robe 
at them was far from complimentary, 
and his words, “Your blood be upon 
your own heads,” was practically a 
curse. Then he established his center 
for the preaching of the doctrine which 
the Jews had rejected, in the home of 
a Gentile right next door to the syna- 
gogue. To add gall to it all the chief 
ruler of the synagogue was converted 
and joined the heretics next door. 

Now Paul had had experience of Jew- 


ish opposition and envy, and he knew - 


very well that he would not get by with 
all this. I should not be surprised if 
these were contributing factors to the 
weakness, and the fear, and the much 
trembling, until the apostle found him- 
self beating off an attack of “juniper- 
itis.’ Like Elijah under the juniper tree 
(1 Kings 19:4-8), he needed a lift, and 
the Lord gave it to him, not by means of 
a meal prepared by angel. hands, but by 
a word from Himself: “Be not afraid, 


but speak, and hold not thy peace: for 
I am with thee, and no man shall set 
on thee to hurt thee: for I have much 
people in this city (Acts 18:9, 10). The 
result was an extended campaign, and 
the product a strong church which re- 
ceived two canonical letters from the 
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Last Week’s Lesson 


9. May 27.—The Church in Asia Minor. 
Acts 12:25 to 15:35 


Next Week’s Lesson 


11. June 10.—The Gospel Overcomes 
Paganism (Temperance). 
Acts 18:23 to 21:16; Ephesians 5:15-18 








Apostle Paul, and probably at least two 
other letters which did not find their 
way into the canon of the New Testa- 
ment. It is true that the church had 
grave weaknesses, but even these called 
fotth the doctrine which has enriched 
the church universally through the cen- 
turies, 


Outline of the Lesson 

1. How the Lord directed the apostle in 
his ministry (Acts 16: 6-10) 

2. How the Lord encouraged the apostle 
in his ministry (18:5-11) 


Topics for Development 

The Restraints of the Spirit. That was 
a terrible journey to Troas. Not that it 
was more dangerous or more arduous in 
a physical sense, but. because of the 
spiritual conflict in which it was accom- 
plished. Entering the province of Asia 
from the east in full expectation of 
breaking new ground for the Gospel, the 
apostle found himself “muzzled” by the 
Holy Spirit. There is an old tradition 
that on this journey he passed through 
the city of Artemaia, the sacred town 
of the goddess Artemis, or Diana, and 
Sir William Ramsay, who studied the 
journeys of St. Paul as closely as any 
man who ever lived, believed that the 








Questions for Teacher and Class 
By J. C. Macaulay, D.D. 
N WHAT great Roman province was 
Paul forbidden by the Holy Ghost to 
preach? 
2. Was this’ prohibition ever lifted? 
3. What other plan of Paul was re- 
fused by the Lord? 


4. Where did Paul find the answer to 
his question about the next place to 
preach? 

5. Whose presence in the company is 
indicated by a pronoun in the text? 

6. From what city did Paul go to Cor- 
inth? 

7. Who joined Paul at Corinth? 

8. How often did Paul tell the Jews 
that he was turning from them to the 
Gentiles? 

9. In whose house did Pau] establish 
a Gospel center in Corinth? 

10. What prominent Jew in Corinth 
turned to the Lord and joined the com- 
pany with Paul? 


(Answers on page 415) 
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tradition was likely true. If so, think 
what it must have meant to the ardent 
apostle to have to keep silent in this 
citadel of heathendom. Then his eyes 
turned northward. If he could not 
preach in Asia, perhaps that was an in- 
dication that he should enter Bithynia, 
that wild region bordering'on the Black 
Sea. But once more that strange pro- 
hibition held him back, and he was im- 
pelled to proceed on his silent journey 
to the west coast of Asia. By the time 
he arrived at Troas he must have felt 
himself the most hemmed-in, restricted, 
and chained man on the face of the 
earth; shut up in a corner, having no 
escape to freedom. 

But that narrow place became the 
lookout point from which he caught 
sight of vast new territories, and the 
auditory where he heard the cal] of the 
west, the call of Europe, although it was 
not known as Europe in distinction from 
Asia in that day. Thus the restraints 
were the pathway to larger constraints, 
and Paul learned that the impulses of 
the human spirit must yield to the or- 
derings of the divine Spirit. Many of 
God’s servants since have experienced 
similar discipline, but we have not all 
been as quick to learn, 


Practical Applications 

God leads by restraints as well as by 
constraints. The impulses of the hu- 
man spirit must yield to the orderings 
of the divine Spirit. 

The narrow place is the wicket gate to 
the wider experiences. 

Listen! The Man of Macedonia is still 
calling. He that hath ears to hear, let 
him hear! 

There is only one adequate message 
for Jew, or Gentile, for a learned Athens, 
or a debauched Corinth. It is “Jesus 
Christ, and him crucified.” 

Circumstances may say, “Watch out!” 
but God says, “Fear not!” 


Golden Text 

1 Cor. 1:23, 24.—“. . . Christ crucified 
...@stumblingblock ., . foolishness ... 
the power of God, and the wisdom of 
God.” Paul did not change his message 
for, something that would not stumble 
the Jews nor seem so foolish to the 
Greeks. He was not preaching to suit 
either Greek or Jewish prejudice, but 
he was preaching the doctrine that 
would discover the called ones of God, 
who would find in the crucified one the 
salvation of God in power and wisdom. 


ELMHuwrRSsT, ILL. 
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Please pray for the staff of The Sun- 
day School Times in all departments: 
press, mailing,, and composing rooms; 
subscription, accounting, business, circu- 
lation, advertising, and editorial depart- 
ments; for the writers of lesson articles, 
and other contributors; and for God’s 
blessing upon the contents of the paper. 























Lesson for June 3 


From the Platform 
By Joseph Edwin Harris 


SUGGESTED HYMNS 


“We Have Heard the Joyful Sound” 
“When We Walk With the Lord” 
“It May Not Be on the Mountain's Height” 


A Prayer Before the Lesson.—O God, 
our Heavenly Father, we thank Thee for 
the mercy that gave the Gospel to our 
forefathers and for the Christian heri- 
tage we enjoy. Help us to feel our ob- 
ligation to share our Gospel biessings 
with those yet denied them and to do 
what we may to make our Saviour 
known. Bless and use the missionaries 
we support and al] others Thou hast sent 
out as Thy messengers. Let the Scrip- 
tures now before us speak, their message 
to our hearts and find the proper re- 
sponse in our lives. Keep Thy hand upon 
the rulers of men that they may serve 
Thy will and purpose, and give peace 
in our time. Deliver such as are bound 
by sin, deal mercifully with the suffer- 
ing and sorrowing, and help us who are 
strong to bear the infirmities of the weak 
and not to please ourselves. Forgive 
us our trespasses and give us victory 
over temptation, through Thy Son, our 
Saviour. Amen. 


After the Lesson.—In the Psalms we 
read, “The steps of a good man are or- 
dered by the Lord” (Psa. 37:23), and 
someone once said, “Not only his steps, 
but his stops, too.” Paul and Silas 
found that true. They were stopped 
when they thought to preach in Asia 
Minor and when they undertook to go 
into Bithynia. For a while theys were 
uncertain where God would have them 
go next, but the vision of the man of 
Macedonia answered their questioning 
and sent them westward to invade Eu- 
rope for Christ. Their stops and their 
steps were ordered by the Lord. 

The Macedonian call, “Come over... 
and help us,” comes today from many 
people still needing the Gospel, and 
every earnest Christian wants to help 
answer the call. But to know just where 
or how to serve in making Christ known 
can be a problem. Some are needed to 
go as missionaries, but to which one of 
many beckoning fields? Others are 
needed to support such as go, but what 
missions and missionaries out of so many 
are to have my support? In all such 
matters God will guide us if our whole 
heart is set to do His will. He will stop 
us from taking the way He has not 
chosen for us and order our steps into 
what He has planned for us to do, 

I know a missionary couple forced out 
of China who have recently had their 
steps directed into new work under- 
taken by their mission. For a while 
this couple went through a time of un- 
certainty, turning to this and to that, 
only to find God stopping them first 
here and then there till at last the clear 
call came from overseas, “Come over 
... and help us.” Now, with peace and 
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joy in their hearts, they are preparing 
to go out to their Macedonia. Paul’s 
Christian life began with the question, 
“What wilt thou have me to do?” and 
all the way along thereafter he sought 


wHo ARE Govennen BY GOD 


only to do His Lord’s will and purpose, 
When we face life in the same spirit 
and purpose, our steps, too, will be or- 
dered by the Lord. 


Caucary, ALTA., CAN. 


The Busy Men's Corner 
By Tom M. Olson 


“. . . forbidden of the Holy Ghost to 
preach the word in Asia” (Acts 16:6). 
—Although the Lord had commissioned 
His servants to go “into all the world, 
and preach the gospel to every creature,” 
He knew whom He wanted where, and 
at what time. Each messenger must be 
subject to the Lord of the harvest, and 
seek the guidance of His Spirit as to 
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the place and time of fulfilling the com- 
mission, 

It is apparent from Acts 15:36 that 
Paul had no exercise of heart about 
carrying the Gospel to Europe, and it 
is evident that Europe was the place 
where the Lord wanted him to go at 
this time. Hence the Holy Spirit for- 
bade his going to Asia—“not the great 
Asiatic continent, nor even the rich pen- 
insula now callled Asia Minor, but only 
so much .of its western coast as con- 
stituted the Roman province of Asia” 
(Dr. David Brown). 

And when they attempted to go into 
Bithynia, the Spirit of Jesus suffered 
them not. So, passing by Mysia, with- 
out preaching in it, they went to Troas 
—where divine guidance was given them. 


“Come over into Macedonia, and help 
us” (Acts 16:9).—The vision of a man 
of Macedonia pleading for help “ap- 
peared to Paul,” but Silas, Luke, and 
Timothy, who were with him, “assuredly 
gathering that the Lord had called us,” 
inquired how and when they could get 
across the sea to Europe. Now the apos- 
tle knew why he was hindered from 
going north; the Lord wanted him to go 


the Circle Of ETERNAL LIFE / 
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west—the continent of Europe was to 
be opened to the Gospel of Christ! 

“Many a time in history,” says Dr. A. T. 
Pierson, “has supernatural restraint and 
constraint changed the course of God’s 
servants. Livingstone assayed to go into 
China, but God suffered him not, and 
sent him to Africa to be its missionary 
general, statesman, and explorer. Be- 
fore him, Carey planned to go to the 
Great Polynesia in the South Seas, but 
God guided him to India toelay foun- 
dations for giving a vernacular Bible 
to one-sixth of the people of the world. 
Judson did go to India, but was driven 
to Burma, where he built up an apos- 
tolic church for all the age. Barnabas 
Shaw was thrust out from Boerland, and 
trusted to God’s guidance of his kine 
and cart, not knowing whither he went 
until the twenty-eighth day brought to 
him the chief of Namaqualand, his man 
of Macedonia,’ who literally said, ‘Come 
over and help us.’ 

“How many secrets of leading are yet 
to be brought to light, thousands of 
God’s servants having been forbidden 
of Him to follow out their plans, be- 
cause He has had some unexpected open 
door of service to set before them! And 
how we need to trust Him for guid- 
ance and rejoice equally in His restraints 
and constraints; because if we had in- 
finite wisdom and love to guide us, we 
should not by one hair’s breadth change 
His perfect plan for our lives.”, 


“. . and testified to the Jews that 
Jesus was Christ” (Acts 18:5).—The 
Apostle Paul did not linger long at 
Athens. Malgchi Taylor says: “There 
was no token of the will of God to stay 
there. Man would have lingered to feast 
his taste on beauty, to listen to elo- 
quence, to trace’ history and imbibe phi- 
losophy. It had nothing for God, for 
its schools of philosophy were either 
stoic, pantheistic, or epicurean, atheistic; 
the scene of self-sufficiency and pride, 
the conscience dead as their monuments 
and temples. But Corinth was full of 
the vigor of a new life, having sprung 
up from ruins, a city of intense deprav- 
ity, linked with the Roman life by be- 
ing a Roman colony and by commerce 
and luxury, the result of trade and 
wealth. Its luxury had, as always, de- 
generated into licentiousness, so fhat 
need of truth and grace might be felt 
and acknowledged.” 

It was here, after the coming of Silas 
and Timothy from Macedonia, that Paul 
was pressed in spirit, and testified to 
the Jews that Jesus was Christ, the Mes- 
siah. But they opposed and blasphemed; 
as did the Jews in Antioch of Pisidia 
(13: 45). 

Since a specially gifted man like the 
Apostle Paul found it exceedingly diffi- 
cult to persuade Jews that Jesus was 
their Messiah, we need not be amazed 
or discouraged at having the same diffi- 
culty today. 

A man approached me at the conclu- 
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sion of a service in Texas, recently. He 
said, “We Jews have a different inter- 
pretation of Isaiah 53 than that which 
you gave.” I asked, “What might that 
be?” He replied, “We hold that the per- 
sonal pronouns apply to the nation of 
Israel.” “If that be so,” I asked, “why 
and when did Jehovah lay my iniquities 
upon the nation of Israel? And in what 
manner was Israel chastised for them?” 

“I can’t answer such questions, but I 
do not believe that that chapter is a 
prophecy concerning Jesus Christ.” I 
asked him, “What do you think of 
Christ?” He answered: ({“He was our 
greatest Rabbi!” “Are you not obligated 
to believe His teaching then?” I asked. 
“Yes,” said he. When I reminded him 
that He definitely said He was the Mes- 
siah (John 4:25, 26) he replied, “But 
I don’t believe that”—and walked away. 


“ _ . many of the Corinthians hearing 
believed, and were baptized” (Acts 
18:8).—Here we have the divine simplic- 
ity of God’s way of salvation. The apos- 
tle told the Corinthians the facts of the 
atoning death of the Saviour, and of 
His resurrection. The Corinthians heard 
with more than their outward ears, And 
they believed the record God gave of 
His Son; they placed their faith in Him; 
then were baptized—signifying their 
death, burial, and resurrection with Him! 
What a joy it must have been to them 
to listen to Paul teaching the Word of 
God for “a year and six months,” in 
their midst! 

Wawona, CALIF. 


v8 


Say, Fellows,— 


Wade C. Smith's Boys’ Class 


AY, fellows, that was one exciting 
day in Philippi. Not since Mark 
Antony’s Roman legions went tearing 
through to meet and destroy the armies 
of Brutus and Cassius, nearly a hun- 
dred years before, had the town been 
so shaken up; and all because of two 
inoffensive looking Jews who had 
quietly walked in there and told about 
Jesus Christ. They had come over the 
winding road from Neapolis, nine miles 
distant on the seashore, where they had 
gotten out of a ship from Asia. A poor 
crazy girl, a fortuneteller, heard the 
message, her heart was changed, and she 
became sane and normal; but it put an 
end to her fortunetelling, and this en- 
raged her masters, who had Paul and 
Silas aftrested and put into prison. 
That created some stir, but it was 
nothing to what was to follow. The 
jailer seemed to take special pains to 
make his prisoners secure, putting them 
in an inside cell and making their feet 
fast in the stocks. These fellows looked 
so unworried that he probably suspected 
they had a well laid plan to escape. The 
jailer was further surprised to hear the 
two prisoners singing—actually singing 


_ to cry in terror. 
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some of their hymns, though they must 
have been in great discomfort. 

Away into the night they sang. The 
other prisoners heard them and mar- 
veled. Surely these new jailbirds had 
something which they, the old ones, did 
not possess. The jailer, as he retired, 
doubtless remarked to his wife, “Well, 
there’s something uncanny about those 
two men; here it is midnight and they 
are singing and going on like two 
schoolboys on a picnic excursion.” 

He hadn’t been asleep long when a 
brick fell out of the mantelpiece near 
the jailer’s bed and the furniture about 
the room began to dance a jig. Mrs. 
Jailer screamed and the children began 
The door creaked and 
pushed. off its hinges, falling with a 
slam-bang. The jailer jumped and 
landed in the middle of the floor. A 
flash of lightning put a photograph on 
his staring eye that he never got rid 
of to his dying day. The prison walls 
were cracked and falling, the doors 





Little Jetts Teach the Lesson 
By Wade C. Smith 
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Lesson for June 3 


were down, and the dazed prisoners 
were groping about. 

Alas, poor jailer, the thing of all most 
dreaded was about to happen—his pris- 
oners would escape! Earthquakes were 
bad enough, but the sudden thought he 
got of himself answering. to the gov- 
ernor next morning with his life for the 
escape of those put in his charge was 
more than he could bear. Reaching for 
his sword, he placed it, hilt to the 
ground, to fall upon its point and end 
his life right there. Then he heard a 
clear voice coming through the dark- 
ness: “Stop! don’t do that. We're all 
here; nobody wants to get away.” 

It was one of those psalm-singing 
Jews! He recognized that at once and, 
putting up his sword, he called to his 
wife to light the lamp quick and bring 
it; then he rushed into the cell where 
Paul and Silas stood, their feet free 
from stocks and hands unshackled, and 
fell down on his face before them. “Sirs, 
what must I do to be saved?” And the 
Philippian jailer was thinking about the 
peril of his soul, for like a flash it had 
been revealed to him that these men 
were from God. Paul’s answer came 
quick and true: “Believe on the Lord 
Jesus Christ, and thou shalt be saved, 
and thy house.” “And thy house”—for 
Paul saw behind the jailer his crouch- 
ing, trembling wife and children. Paul 
told them all about it then, and, as the 
blessed truth came into their hearts, 
they stopped trembling and began to 
find new hope in Jesus and a new joy 
in service. Immediately the jailer and 
his wife got basins of water and washed 
the bruised stripes on the backs of the 
men. They saw in those stripes the 
suffering Saviour’s wounds which they 
would like to soothe. Very differently 
they had viewed them the evening be- 
fore. Right there Paul baptized the 
whole household, and quickly afterward 
the jailer straightened up the tumble- 
down kitchen stove, and Mrs. Jailer 
cooked something good and savory for 
the men of God to eat. 

Fellows, the story has a happy’ ending, 
for the record says the jailer “rejoiced, 
believing in God with all his house.” 
And in this one word “rejoiced” I would 
like to give you the strangely wonder- 
ful and fine thing in today’s lesson. Re- 
joicing puts the climax of satisfaction 
of joy into any experience. Let it stand 
the test proof of rejoicing and you've 
got the true value. If believing in and 
serving Jesus Christ could bring rejoic- 
ing to a jailer and his household under 
such circumstances, surely then we can 
better undertand the force of Paul’s 
word to Timothy when he speaks of 
“the living God, who giveth us richly 
all things to enjoy.” 

Fellows, here is a jailer. A jailer’s 
Office at best would hardly be called a 
Place of rejoicing. This jailer’s life is 
in jeopardy when his prisoners escape. 

,His jail is cracked open, the doors are 


/ 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 


down, and he cannot shut them. The 
prisoners are walking about. At day- 
light he must reckon with the authori- 
ties. Yet he is rejoicing. And the secret 
of his rejoicing is in believing—believ- 
ing in the Lord Jesus Christ as his Sav- 
iour. Can you beat that? 


WEAVERVILLE, N. C, 
pd 


My Class of Girls 
By Vivian D. Gunderson 


S CONNIE tells the story “Stop, 

Thief!” from the book, “The Wrong 
Road,” watch for the lesson it teaches. 
(“The wicked shall be turned into 
hell.”) True. That’s not a happy verse, 
but it is a very important one. It was 
the realization that he was heading for 
hell that caused Bobby to repent. I’m 
glad I learned that verse myself. One 
of the Jehovah’s Witnesses tried to con- 
vince me that there isn’t any hell. She 
said; “The word translated ‘hell’ in the 
Bible only means ‘the grave.’” Instantly 
Psalm 9:17 flashed into my mind, so I 
asked, “Why then does the Bible say, 
‘The wicked shall be turned into hell’? 
If the word ‘hell’ just meant the grave, 
that verse would be meaningless, be- 
cause, with the exception of Enoch and 
Elijah, the best people who have ever 
lived have had their bodies turned into 
the grave, just the same as the wicked 
ones.” The woman had no answer to 
that, so turned away. I hope Psalm 9:17 
helped her see that her cult was false 
and not Bible truth. Let us learn Psalm 
9:17 right away. It is number 8 on our 
“Sin” card. Who will volunteer to tell 
“Catherine’s Week at Camp” next Sun- 
day? Thank you, Ann. 

Our lesson today cavers Paul’s second 
missionary journey. Let us read Acts 
15: 36-41. When Paul suggested this trip 
to Barnabas he was evidently quite will- 
ing to go. What made the trouble be- 
tween them? (Barnabas wanted to take 
John Merk with them.) Yes. You re- 
member that on their first missionary 
journey, John Mark had deserted them 
and gone back home to Jerusalem. Now 
he wanted to accompany them again, but 
Paul thought that he would turn back 
when there were hardships to be faced. 
His Uncle Barnabas. wanted to give him 
a second chance, so Paul and Barnabas 
parted and went in different directions. 
Mark did become a man of God, for the 
Holy Spirit used him later to write the 
second Gospel, but I think he must al- 
ways have regretted that his turning 
back had made trouble between Paul. 
and Barnabas. 

Who was Paul’s companion this time? 
(Silas.) Yes. Barnabas and Mark sailed 
for the island of Cyprus, and that is 
all we know about their further mis- 
sionary work. Paul and Silas journeyed 
by land through Syria and Cilicia 
preaching and leaving a copy of the de- 
crees of the first Christian Council in 
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TODAY 


as never before, Negro churches need 
trained leadership. The spiritual leaders of 
today and tomorrow are being trained at Car- 
ver Bible Institute. Will you help by prayer? 


CARVER BIBLE INSTITUTE, Inc. 


Box 3, Station A Atlanta, Georgia 
Talmage Payne, Director 
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— 
Hawaii Will Welcome 
Christian Fellowship 
Vacation Party in °56 











\ 
In addition to the annual Alaskan 
Cruise sponsored by The Sunday 
School Times next July, an attrac- 
tive tour to Hawaii has been ar- 
ranged for autumn to enjoy the 
hospitality of The Islands, and to 
see the great missionary work of 
the Protestant Church in an active 
and growing field. 





So many of the travelers, who 
have benefited from the Christian 
Fellowship cruises to Alaska, have 
indicated their desire for another 
trip together, this time to The 
Hawaiian Islands, that a tour will 
be operated September 29 to Octo- 
ber 18, 1956. ‘ 


Avoiding the crowded midsum- 
mer and winter seasons in Honolulu, 
the Christian Fellowship cruise to 
Hawaii will be at a time of year 
when lower prices prevail, and 
when adequate accommodations 
can be secured aboard the S.S. Lur- 
line and in The Islands. The trip 
will include visits to three of the 
major islands: Oahu, Hawaii, and 
Kauai. The Moana and the Royal 
Hawaiian Hotels will be used. 


The Christian Fellowship Cruise 
to Hawaii will be made in the trade- 
wind season, which is the favorite 
time of year for natives. Moderate 
temperatures in the mid-70’s pre- 
vail, no rains are expected, and cool 
breezes are frequent. Hawaiian 
events include pageantry, concerts, 
garden tours, regattas, and other 
enjoyable tours. 


A special illustrated folder, “Ha- 
waii,” has been published to de- 
scribe the complete trip, and to 
invite enrollments. Readers and |} 
interested friends are invited to 
send for it. Please address The 
Sunday School Times, 325 N. 13th 
Street, Philadelphia 5, Pa. 
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every city. When they got as far as 
Tarsus, they journeyed inland to visit 
Lystra and Derbe again. What had hap- 
pened to Paul when he was at Lystra 
before? (He had been stoned.) . Yes. 
That was a most awful experience, but 
he did not let any painful memories 
hinder him from visiting the church 
And he was rewarded, for he 
found Timothy there. Paul led young 
Timothy to the Lord and he later became 
his most faithful helper, 

From Lystra Paul and Silas went on 
through other provinces of Asia Minor, 
preaching the Gospel. When they 
reached the province of Mysia, on the 
western coast, they intended to go north 
into Bithynia. But they did not. Let 
us read Acts 16:6-10 to find out why they 
didn’t. (The Holy Spirit would not let 
them go to Bithynia. Paul had a vision 
of a man beseeching him to come to 
Macedonia to help him.) You are both 
right. Macedonia was part of Greece. 
The time had come for the Gospel to 
enter Europe, and the Lord had ap- 
pointed Paul to carry it there. How 
thankful we should be that Paul and 
Silas answered the call to Europe, for 
our ancestors were Europeans! 

Paul’s next thrilling adventure was in 
the Roman colony of Philippi. Acts 16: 
23-40 tells about it. The story included 
a riverside prayer meeting, a demon- 
possessed girl, an unjust arrest, cruel 
beatings and painful stocks, songs of 
praise, an earthquake then a near-sui- 
cide, a spectacular conversion, and a 
public apology. In what other book be- 
sides the Bible could you get so much 
action in twenty-eight verses? I’ve read 
whole books in which there was less 
action than you will find in Acts 16. 

From Philippi, Paul and Silas trav- 
eled south through Macedonia. Their 
next excitement came at Thessalonica 
where a great multitude of Gentiles 
were saved and many of the chief 
women of the city. Perhaps we would 
call them society women today. But un- 
believing Jews were envious of the great 
audiences who came to hear Paul. They 
got a mob together and set the whole 
city in an uproar as they battered the 
house of Jason where Paul and Silas 
were lodged. Not finding them there, 
they took Jason and some other be- 
lievers, to the police court because they 
had received Paul and Silas. The author- 
ities took bail from Jason and the others 
and then let them go. 

Paul and Silas went on to Berea, 
where again many believed. The Bereans 
have been remembered ever since for 
their daily study of God’s Word. When 
the Thessalonian Jews followed them to 
Berea and started trouble there, the 
brethren sent Paul immediately on to 
Athens, where he waited for Silas and 
Timothy to follow him. 

At Athens Paul was given the oppor- 
tunity of preaching on Mars’ Hill, where 
different orators spoke from time to 
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time. Paul’s address to the Greeks there 
was just as masterly as his sermons to 
the Jews had been, but it was quite dif- 
ferent in approach. He did not seek to 
prove his points from the Old Testament, 
because the men of Athens were heathen 
and knew nothing of God’s Word. He 
started speaking about an _ inscription 
they themselves had made to the un- 
known God, and then told them about 
Him, the one true and living God. Then 
he preached the same truths that -he had 
given to the Jews—of a living Saviour, 
needed repentance, and judgment to 
come. 

From Athens Paul went to Corinth. 
We'll read what happened there from 
Acts 18:5-11. The Lord graciously en- 
couraged His faithful servant Paul, who 
had been beaten, or stoned, or chased 
out of other cities, so might well have 
feared the same or worse in wicked 
Corinth. But the Lord told him it would 
not be that way there. Instead, Sos- 
thenes, the leader of the Jews who tried 
to get Paul into trouble, was himself 
beaten by the Greek authorities. That 
beating seems to have done him good, 
however, for later on Paul refers to him 
as Sosthenes, our brother. It is far bet- 
ter to be beaten and saved, than to go 


comfortably to hell. 





This quarter we are going to use the Scrip- 
ture Catechism Card. “Sin."" for memory work 
(20 cents a dozen’, and the accompanying 
book, “The Wrong Road” (50 cents, postpaid). 
These may be ordered from Miss V. D. Gun- 
derson, Box 717. Ferndale, Wash. 
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The Illustration Round Table 


Rules for submitting illustrations for this 
department may be had upon request from 
the Editors, The Sunday School Times, 
$25 N. 18th St., Philadelphia 5. 

A list of the lessons for the entire year 
may be had for 15 cents a copy, or $1.50 
a dozen, postpaid, from the same address. 
Meaningless From Any Other View- 

point.—But we preach Christ crucified, 
unto the Jews a stumblingblock, and 
unto the Greeks foolishness; but unto 
them which are called, both Jews and 
Greeks, Christ the power of God, and 
the ‘wisdom of God (1 Cor.’ 1:23, 24, 
Golden Text). In the White Mountains 
a part of one cliff is outlined in sharp 
relief against the sky—“the old man of 
the mountain,” a perfect profile. Viewed 
from any other point it is simply a mass 
of rock, without more form than the 
other parts of the cliff. So it is with 
the Lord Jesus Christ. Viewed from 
any other angle than that of personal 
Saviour from sin, His death is meaning- 
less. “The preaching of the cross”— 
viewed from any other point than that 
of salvation—“is to them that perish 
foolishness; but unto us which are 
saved”—who see Him dying as our Sav- 
iour—“it is the power of God” (1° Cor. 
1:18).—From Revelation. Sent by Jose- 

























Lesson for June 3 


phine A. Kinzly, North Tonawanda, 
N. Y. Prize illustration. 


Closed Doors.—They . . . were forbid- 
den of the Holy Ghost to preach the 
word in Asia (Acts 16:6). It is interest- 
ing to study the methods of. His guidance 
as it was extended toward these early 
heralds of the Cross. It consisted largely 
in-prohibitions, when they attempted to 
take another course than the right. When 
they would turn to the left, to Asia, He 
stayed them. When they sought to turn 
to the right, to Bithynia, again He stayed 
them. In after years Paul would do 
some of the greatest work of his life 
in that very region; but just now the 
door was closed against him by the Holy 
Spirit. The time was not yet ripe for 
the attack on these apparently impreg- 
nable bastions of the kingdom of Satan. 
Apollos must come there for pioneer 
work. Paul and Barnabas are needed 
yet more urgently elsewhere, and must 
receive further training before under- 
taking this responsible task. Beloved, 
whenever you are doubtful as to your 
course, submit your judgment absolutely 
to the Spirit of God, and ask Him to 
shut against you every door but the right 
one. . . . In the meanwhile, continue 
along the path which you have been 
already treading. The Spirit of Jesus 
waits to be to you, O pilgrim, what He 
was to Paul. Only be careful to obey 
His least prohibition; and where, after 
believing prayer, there are no apparent 
hindrances, go forward, with an enlarged 
heart. Do not be surprised if the an- 
swer comes in closed doors. But when 
doors are shut right and left, an open 
road is sure to lead to Troas. There 
Luke awaits, and visions will point the 
way, where vast opportunities stand 
open, and faithful friends are waiting. 
—From “Paul, a Servant of Christ,” by 
F. B. Meyer. Sent by Mrs. A. E. Janzen, 
Hillsboro, Kans. 


God’s Range Lights—And after he had 
seen the vision, immediately we en- 
deavoured to go into Macedonia, as- 
suredly gathering that the Lord had 
called us for to preach the gospel unto 
them (Acts 16:10). When I was cross- 
ing the Irish Channel one dark, starless 
night, I stood on the deck by the captain 
and asked him, “How do you know 
Holyhead Harbor on so dark a night as 
this?” He said, “You see those three 
range lights? Those three must line up 
behind each other as one, and when we 
see them so united we know the exact 
position of the harbor’s mouth.” When 
we want to know God’s will there are 
three things which always concur—the 
inward impulse, the Word of God, and 
the trend of circumstances! God in the 
heart, impelling you forward; God in 
His Book, corroborating whatever He 
says in the heart; and God in circum- 
stances, which are always indicative of 
His will. Never start until these three 
things agree.—From F, B. Meyer, quoted 
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in Moody Monthly. Sent by Martin M. eescae5ua500e000e0e0eeee@ 


Hyzer, Andes, N. Y. 


The Hearer’s Responsibility. — And 
when they opposed themselves, and blas- 
phemed, he shook his raiment, and said 
unto them, Your blood be upon your 
own heads; I am clean: from henceforth 
I will go unto the Gentiles (Acts 18:6). 
A Christian lady told this at a women’s 
meeting: “When I was a child we had 
a minister who preached very plain from 
God’s Word to both saved and unsaved, 
but because he did this, a group of peo- 
ple strongly opposed him in the church, 
and vowed they would get rid of him. 
Forces of evil outside the church wanted 
to be rid of him, too, and life was very 
difficult for him. Finally, his health 
broke down, and he had to resign. When 
he was leaving, the opposition decided 
to give him a dinner, and the man who 
opposed the godly minister most was 
chairman of the meeting. As a child, 
I surely was puzzled that night when the 
chairman said how sorry they were be- 
cause the minister was leaving. I won- 
dered at such insincerity, but I have 
never forgotten the minister’s reply, and 
I don’t believe the chairman did either. 
“The Lord is my Judge. I gave His 
Word in this place. How you received it 
is your responsibility."—-Sent by Mrs. J. 
Shields, Toronto, Can. 


“Thou Hast Conquered, O Galilean!”— 
And Crispus, the chief ruler of the syna- 
gogue, believed on the Lord with all his 
house (Acts 18:8). Some sixty years 
ago [eighty now] two Christian mission- 
aries entered a town in Poland. No Jew 
would listen to them. At last they sent 
a challenge to the rabbi for a public 
debate whether Jesus was the Christ. 
For three days the synagogue was 
crowded, and at last the missionaries 
were cast out, spat upon, and beaten, and 
barely escaped with their lives. The 
rabbi was applauded as a splendid ad- 
vocate of truth. Next Sabbath he did 
not conduct the worship. Another Sab- 
bath passed with a deputy preacher. 
Then a notice was issued that Rabbi 
Goldringer wished to see all the mem- 
bers in the synagogue on the third Sab- 
bath. Amid breathless silence, the rabbi, 
very pale, arose and said: “Brethren, you 
are all aware of the recent controversy. 
You were good enough to acclaim me 
as the victor in that debate. As I stand 
before the Judge of all the earth, I must 
tell you, let the consequences be what 
they may, that I was conquered; and I 
am here to say, among all thage who 
know me best, that Jesus of Nazareth is 
the Messiah of whom Moses and the Law 
spake.”—From the Dawn. Sent by Al- 
bert Mygatt, Axtell, Kans. 


Made Perfect in Weakness.—Be not 
afraid, but speak (Acts 18:9). An old 
Methodist local preacher one Sunday 
went into one of the churches of a big 
Yorkshire town. The deacons told him 
that the ministers were ill, that there was 
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no supply available, and that he had to 
fill the pulpit and take the service. He 
said, “I cannot; I’m only a local preacher, 
an ignorant man—I cannot!” They said, 
“You must!” and one deacon opened 
the door, and another pushed him right 
up into the pulpit. When he got into 
the pulpit, he sank down on his knees. 
In rapt silence he knelt there with his 
head bowed for two or three minutes. 
Then he raised his head, a glorious smile 
came over his face, and some of the con- 
gregation heard him say very gently, 
“Aye, Master, I’ve seen Thee; I can man- 
age now!”—From Prebendary F. S. Web- 
ster, in the Keswick Week. Sent by 
Martin M. Hyzer, Andes, N, Y. 


The Admiral’s Assurance.—I am with 
thee, and no man shall set on thee to 
hurt thee (Acts 18:10). A wartime con- 
voy to northern Russia was sustaining 
such loss from enemy air attack the 
question arose: Lose the remainder by 
sailing on, or save it by heading for 
home? Entering his cabin off the quar- 
terdeck, the admiral closed himself into 
the inner roomlet where he kept his 
Bible, knelt down, like Hezekiah, set 
his problem before the Lord, and asked, 
childlike, for clear guidance. He opened 
his Bible. His eyes lighted on Isaiah 
43:2 and words from the following verse, 
“I am the Lord thy God.” The convoy 
sailed on. Confidence in the Signatory 
was not misplaced. Not one further ship 
was lost.—Told by Admiral. Burnett in 
person to the Church of Scotland Gen- 
eral Assembly. Sent by William Ewen, 
Tarfside, Brechin, Scotland, 


For Junior Teachers 
By Ruth E. Dow 


Topic and Scripture: 
Early Churches in Europe (Acts 18:1-11) 


HAT would our country be like 

if no one here had ever heard of 
God and the Lord Jesus Christ—no 
Bibles, no churches, no’ hospitals, no 
kindness for the poor and hurt, no 
Golden Rule, no Christmas, no Easter, 
no Thanksgiving—probably no schools— 
maybe America not even discovered! 
What would it be like to have someone 
come for the first time to say to us: 
“Turn ... unto the living God, which 
made heaven, and earth, and the’ sea, 
and all things that are therein”? (Acts 
14:15, last Memory Verse.) Well, there 
are some right here in our country who 
do not know much about Him or our 
Lord Jesus. Did you help turn anyone 
this past week? : 

Paul and Barnabas took their first trip 
to tell new people. Would one of you 
like to be leader to show on the map 
and name the important places where 
they went? If any one of the rest of 
you thinks of something that happened 
at a place the leader names, raise your 
hand, and the leader will call on some- 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 


one. Remember, no long stories, just tell 
the title—we are traveling right along 
this time! 

Today’s stories will be about Paul’s 
second trip. He planned to tell the 
nearer places first, but God sent him 
across to Europe, which headed the Gos- 
pel our way. Who can tell about the 
disagreement between Paul and Barna- 
bas? Then there were two missionary 
teams! Acts 15:39 tells where Barnabas 
and Mark went. (Move the figures for 
them on the map.) That is the last we 
hear of them on their trip. But I am 
sure they kept on for the Lord, for many 
years later we hear Paul himself say 
that Mark had made good (2 Tim. 4:11). 

Paul and Silas went to see the 
churches that had been started at the 
other end of their first trip. (Move the 
figures for them through Syria and 
Cilicia, Derbe, Lystra.) Now Paul found 
someone to take young Mark’s place. 
(Add a figure for Timothy. Continue with 
the places ‘and stories of the second mis- 
sionary trip, letting the children con- 
tribute what they remember. Luke may 
be added at Troas, where he appears 
under the pronoun “we.” When Paul 
and Silas left Philippi, Timothy was ap- 
parently left there to help the new 
church, and came along later. We lose 
sight of Luke for a while. Remove the 
figure for him. Notice that Paul went 
to Athens and Corinth alone. We are 
not given all the details of his helpers’ 
travels, but they joined him in Corinth. 
A careful outline made as one studies 
the trip will help the teacher.) 

After Paul had been attacked by a 
mob in almost every place he went; and 
everywhere the Jews, his own people, 
had turned against him, it is not strange 
that at Corinth he thought it was time 
to leave when the head of the Jewish 
synagogue had been converted and many 
of the native people had believed. He 
would go before things “blew up” there. 
But no! God had guided him before 
in visions. Now He spoke again. “Don’t 
be afraid. Keep on speaking. I am 
with you, and no man will attack you 


to hurt you. I have many people in this 


city.” So for a year and a half Paul 
kept on. Though he was arrested, God 
kept His promise. 

After a short stop in Ephesus, promis- 
ing to come again, he went to Caesarea, 
Jerusalem, and back to Antioch, his 
home church now. ; 

“Then spake the Lord ... Be not 
afraid, . . . for I am with thee” (Acts 
18:9, 10, Memory Verse). (“The Lobo 
Wolf and Faith,” in THE Sunpay ScHOOL 
Trmes for February 25, 1956, is a true 
story of the Lord’s protection of a girl 
in danger.) Most boys and girls have 
something or someone of which they are 
afraid. What is yours? Paul wrote 
Timothy something that is for you, too: 
2 Timothy 1:7. Also read Acts 18:23 to 
21: 16. 

Orono, MAINE, 
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For Primary Teachers 
By Helen E. Odenwelder 


AST week, you remember, I told you 

about two really, true missionaries 
who were horn in Africa, and, when 
they were grown up, returned to Africa 
to serve our dear Lord Jesus Christ. 
Would you like to know something more 
about the older one this week? (Maybe 
we can learn a bit more about the 
younger one next week.) Because she 
is a lady now, we shall call her Miss 
Agnes. She has laughing eyes and a 
big dimple in one cheek. Miss Agnes 
almost always runs! Most every min- 
ute of most every day she is doing 
nice things for other people. Oh, you 
would love Miss Agnes if you could 
meet her. But you probably will 
not meet her, for, as you remember, she 
is in faraway Africa. 

How did she know that God wanted 
her to be a missionary? How does any- 
one know that God wants him to be a 
missionary? How did the Apostle Paul 
know that God wanted him to be a mis- 
sionary? Well, in the Apostle Paul’s 
day, things were different from today. 
Then, because not all of God’s Word had 
yet been written, God had to show men 
what He wanted them to do in unusual 
ways. In the case of the Apostle Paul, 
God spoke to him in a vision when he 
was on the way to Damascus, and, a lit- 
tle later, through Ananias, a prophet, 
who gave him God’s message, and told 
him what to do (Acts 22:6-15). But to- 
day we have the Bible. It is as we study 
God’s Word and think about it, that God 
speaks to us. And that is how He spoke 
to Miss Agnes. She read about the Apos- 
tle Paul’s being a missionary. She read 
how he felt that he owed a great debt 
to everyone who had not heard the glo- 
rious Gospel (Rom, 1:14). She knew 
that, as the Apostle Paul had written, 
each Christian should offer his body to 
God as a living sacrifice (12:1, 2). She 
wanted, with all her heart, to do God’s 
perfect will. So she, too, is a mission- 
ary because God spoke to her as she 
read His Word and showed her that He 
wanted her to be a missionary. And 
she wanted to be what God wanted her 
to be. 

It would be nice to think that the life 
of a missionary is filled with happy, 
exciting things. But that would not be 
all true. There are happy things. There 
are exciting things. But there are many 
hard things, many sad things. It was 
so when the Apostle Paul was a mission- 
ary. It is so with Miss Agnes. In Paul’s 
day, for example, having preached the 
Gospel in one city (Philippi), he was 
beaten and thrown into prison (Acts 16: 
22-24). When he visited one city, Paul 
was shocked to see that they had many, 
many, many, false make-believe gods 
and goddesses (17:16, 23). You can be 
sure that wherever Paul went, he 
preached the Gospel and told everyone 
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he could about the Saviour sent from 
Heaven—the one and only Saviour who 
could and would forgive sin. That for- 
giveness, as we know, comes only to 
those who repent of their sin and re- 
ceive the Lord Jesus as their sin-bearer. 
That is the message that the Apostle 
Paul preached. He preached it in the 
synagogues (Jewish churches). He 
preached it in the public places. 

It is that same message that Miss 
Agnes preaches. And, like the Apostle 
Paul, she preaches it wherever she goes 
in Africa. She has a schoo] where chil- 
dren come each day. There she teaches 
them to read and write so that they will 
be able to read God’s Word. Each day 
after the sick people receive medicine, 
Miss Agnes preaches to them. During 
the afternoon she walks from one vil- 
lage to another. At each little African 
hut she stops to talk to them about the 
dear Lord Jesus who loves them. 

Unlike the Apostle Paul, Miss Agnes 
has never been beaten. She has never 
been thrown into jail} But that does not 
mean it has not been hard. It has. For, 
you see, even though she has been giving 
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God’s wonderful Word to the people 
around her for year after year after 
year (since before you were born!), not 
one person has received the Lord Jesus 
as Saviour. Can you imagine anything 
as hard as that? Imagine working and 
working and working and preaching and 
preaching and preaching—but never 
having one person believe your mes- 
sage and receive your Saviour! Miss 
Agnes, you see, works with people (the 
Mohammedans) who hate God’s dear Son. 
They lie to her and steal from her and 
disappoint her. They do not like her. 

But she stays right on. And she works 
right on. And ‘she keeps on loving them. 
Why? Because, more than anything 
else, she wants to serve the Lord Jesus 
—and serve Him faithfully in the place 
where He has put her. She is a true 
missionary! Are you? 

LANCASTER, Pa. 
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This Week's Questions Answered 


(The questions are on page 408) 

1. Asia (Acts 16:6). 

2. Yes. Paul afterward had a long 
ministry in Ephesus (chap. 19). 

3. His plan to go into the northern 
region of Bithynia (16:7). 

4. At Troas (vs, 8-10). 

. Luke’s (v. 10). 

. Athens (18:1). 

. Timothy and Silas (18:5). 

. Three times (13:45, 46; 18:6; 28:28). 

. The home of Justus (18:7). 

10. Crispus, the chief ruler of the syna- 
gogue (18:8). 


ELMuurstT, ILL. 
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The Doctrines of Karl Barth 
(Continued from page 404) 


cut God down to man’s size, Barth has 
slipped over to the opposite extreme. 
God is so far removed from man that 
the two cannot meet. Upon this ex- 
treme view of the infinite transcendency 
of God, Barth endeavors to work out 
his system; and, impossible though the 
task may be, to work it out in accord 
with the Bible, from which he first drew 
the vital truth and spiritual power of 
the Christian Gospel. 

How shall the evangelical Christian 
meet Barthianism? See next week’s 
Times for part four in this series of ar- 
ticles. 

(To be concluded) 
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The Young People’s 


Prayer Meeting 
By John W. Lane, Jr. 


Sunday, June 3 


Body Under—Soul on Top 
(1 Cor. 9:24-27; Psa. 51:10-13) 
Topics. are copyrighted by the International 
Society of Christian Endeavor, and are 
used by permission. 
OD’S Word teaches us that man is 
a trinity—body, soul, and spirit (1 
Thess. 5:23). The body is the physical, 
material, or tangible part. The soul is 
the conscious part, having to do with 


. the intellect, the affections, the emotions, 


and the active will or the self-life. The 
spirit is that part of man that is capable 
of contemplating and responding to God 
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in obedience, in worship, and service, 
and the like. 
$8 


Adam was created perfect and com- 
plete with this threefold nature. But 
when he sinned the spiritual side of his 
nature died, and he became “flesh,” or 
natural man, that is, a body indwelt and 
controlled only by the soul. As head of 
the human race, this natural man, or 
flesh, is all that he has transmitted to 
his descendants. Thus the Bible speaks 
of all men since Adam as being born in 
sin (Psa. 51:5). ; 

ye 


It is because of this state that every 
member of the human race since Adam 
needs to be “born again,” spiritually 
(John 3:3), before he can have spiritual 
life or perceive or understand spiritual 
things (1 Cor. 2:14). This new birth 
comes about when, by faith in Christ 
as personal Saviour, men accept what 
He did on Calvary for their redemption 
and pass from death to life (John 5:24), 
and the Holy Spirit enters their hearts 
never to depart again. Thus man’s orig- 
inal state as a trinity is restored. 


vg 


However, man’s soul and body, in this 
life, continue eto bear the marks and 
weaknesses of sin. Paul speaks of the 
“flesh,” or the body indwelt by the soul, 
as warring against or antagonistic to the 
spiritual nature that has been restored 
by the new birth (Gal. 5:17). Sinful 
tendencies are not eradicated. Until we 
receive.our changed, resurrection bodies, 
sinful tendencies must be _ counter- 
acted by the spirit empowered by the 
indwelling Holy Spirit. The New Tes- 
tament speaks of this control, or coun- 
teraction, as reckoning the _ self-life, 
with its desires and ambitions, as dead 
and as having been crucified with 
Christ (Rom. 6:6, 11). It calls upon us 
to yield ourselves as alive unto God 
(Rom, 6:13 and 12:1, 2). 


ve 


It is important that we understand 
that the physical appetites and desires 
are not in themselves sinful. God cre- 
ated these bodies of ours with normal 
and right desires. But they are seized 
upon by our sinful natures and by the 
great enemy of our souls, the Devil, 
and are misused or abused. When we 
yield to them to the extent that they 
control us rather than we control them, 
they become sinful. 


In the Scripture portion chosen for 
this week’s topic, Paul likens the con- 
flict between the believer’s fleshly nature 
and his spiritual nature, first to a race, 
and then to a boxing contest. Perhaps 
he had in mind the Isthmian games of 
his day, which were somewhat like the 
Olympic games. Many entered the 
races, but only one received the prize 
(v. 24). He challenges us to live the 


Christian life not merely as an “also 
ran” but as a winner, In the races, the 
contestants went to great effort, through 
training and exercise and abstinence 
from harmful or excessive food, to win 
the prize of a crown of mere pine 
needles, or ivy, or laurel, which would 
soon fade and fall apart (v. 25). Can 
we not, then, as followers of the Lord 
Jesus, show a willingness to have our 
appetites and desires controlled by the 
spirit in order that we might obtain, not 
a perishable reward, but one that is im- 
perishable and of infinitely greater 
value? 
ve 

Then, changing his simile from the 
footrace to the boxing contest (v. 26), 
Paul reminds us that we have an adver- 
sary to contend with. We are not to 
fight wildly or haphazardly, but we are 
to make every blow count, and we are 
to make these natural appetites and self- 
desires and self-ambitions our slaves to 
do our bidding, and we are not to per- 
mit them to be our masters or to control 
us (v. 27). 
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For Family Worship 
By Ernest M. Wadsworth, D.D. 





Daily Bible Readings on the International 
Lessons, issued by the International 
Sunday School Lesson Committee. 


May 28 to June 3° 


Mon.—Acts 16:7-15. The Macedonian Call. 


PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “Come over into 
Macedonia, and help us.” Divine guid- 
ance in every Christian duty is impera- 
tive. We can know the will of God 
concerning what to do and where to go 
in our service for the Lord. Paul had 
the Word for the kind of work God 
wanted him to do, but he needed par- 
ticular providences in order to get to 
the places where God had opened ef- 
fectual doors. Trust not to inner voices. 
Be sure you have good and solid reasons 
for “assuredly gathering that the Lord 
had called” to this or that service. Pray 
for mission work in South Thailand 
which presents amazing opportunities. 


Tues.—Acts 16:22-34. Songs in the Night. 
PRAYER SvuGGEsTIONS: “At midnight 
Paul and Silas prayed, and sang praises 
unto God: and the prisoners heard 
them.” Paul and Silas, in prison with 
torn backs, still had tuneful tongues. 
Saints who can sing to God in sorrows 
are sure to have bright tomorrows. He 
has a song for you in your night of sor- 
row. Pray for the Lord’s work in Veit- 
Nam where much misery has been 
caused by hostile forces. 
Wed.—Luke 24:13-27. 
Reasoning From the Scriptures. 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “He expounded 


unto them in all the scriptures the things 
concerning-himself.” Let us realize once 
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and for all that Christ is “God . . . mani- 
fest in flesh,” and that the main sub- 
ject of the Bible is “Jesus ... the Son 
of God.” Let not your heart be slow “to 
believe all that the prophets have 
spoken” of Him. Remember that it is 
God who is your Saviour. “God was in 
Christ, reconciling the world unto him- 
self.” The effect in your heart should be 
like it was in the hearts of the men on 
the road to Emmaus. Their hearts 
burned within them as they heard His 
words. Pray for the Christian Witness 
Press, Hong Kong. 
Thurs.—Acts 17:18-34. 
The Mars’ Hill Speech. 

PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “Paul stood in 
the midst of Mars’ hill, and said.” Paul’s 
speech to the noble Athenians surpassed 
in wisdom and prudence and power any 
other message ever delivered there. Its 
preservation and power still amaze the 
world. In it the Christian Church has 
a God-provided example of Gospel pres- 
entation for all preachers of the Gos- 
pel. Pray for the witness of God’s mis- 
sionaries in all Moslem countries. 


Fri.—1 Thessalonians 5:1-10. 
The Helmet of Salvation. 
PraYeER Succestions: “And for an hel- 
met, the hope of salvation.” Faith’s sym- 
bol is‘a shield; that for hope is an an- 
chor. Your heart must be kept steady in 
faith, and your hope safe by the helmet 
of salvation. The battle for men’s minds 
is worse now than ever. All need the 
anchor of a “good hope through grace” 
to protect them from turning aside to 
the weak and beggarly elements of the 
world. Be not ashamed of your hope in 
Christ. Pray for Cyprus just now in 
desperate political strife. 
Sat.—Acts 18:1-5. A Growing Fellowship. 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “Aquila 
Priscilla . . . Silas and Timotheus.” The 
help of believing friends is necessary for 
courageous proclamation of the Gospel. 
Two are better than one; but the more 
helpers, the better, when it comes to 
public Christian witness. When com- 
panions are prayer partners and have 
the same Christian zeal, they give great 
encouragement. Pray that you may 
have close intercessory friends so that 
you can do better work for your Lord. 


Sun.—<Acts 18:7-11. Boldness in Christ. 

PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “Be not afraid, 
but speak, and hold not thy peace: 
for I am with thee, and no man shall 
set on thee to hurt thee: for I have 
much people in this city.” The right- 
eous should be bold as lions. Bold- 
ness has degrees. The more we know 
God, His greatness, goodness, and 
grace, the more boldness we have to 
speak His Word. Trust in God; be- 
lieve His Word; proclaim your godly 
convictions boldly; reprove sin; cor- 
rect evils; teach righteous living; pre- 
sent the Gospel boldly. Pray for full 
freedom in preaching the Gospel in 
Iraq. 
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